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Second Sunday of Advent (C) December 6
th

  2015 
St John the Baptist Church, Woodford. 

Masses this Week  Tue. 12noon & 7.30pm  Fri.  8pm Sat. 11am  Sun. 11am  

Sunday December 6
th

       11am Alan Young, Drimnamuckla.  

Tuesday December 8
th

    12noon Mass for Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

                                        7.30pm Barney McMahon, Woodford (First Anniv,) 

Friday December 11
th

     8pm Michael & Julia Moran, Cappa.  

Saturday December 12
th

 11am Edward Cleary formally Derrygoolin (Months Mind)  

Sunday December 13
th

  11am Michael Fahy, Allendarra (Anniv.)  

 
Eucharistic Ministers: Padraig Loughrey Pat Lyons .  

Altar Society : Team 3 Wiltrude Dull Mary Gorman Bridie McGuire Chris Kelly.  

Reader for Church:  Maureen Conway. 

Altar Servers:  (A)  Mark Kelly Gavin O’Dowd.  

 

                                       St. Brendan’s Church, Looscaun 
Masses this Week  Mon 9,30am & 7pm .Tue. 7am  Wed. 9.30am Thur. 8am  Fri. 8.35pm Sat. 10am & 7pm  

Saturday December 5
th

   7pm Michael, Paddy, Mary & Bridie Shiel, Coose.  

Monday December 7
th

    7pm Vigil Mass for Feast of the Immaculate Conception.  

Friday December 11
th

     8.35pm Jimmy & Maisie & Francis Fahy 

                                                               & deceased family members, Bawnmore. 

                                 Agnes, James & Micheal Kelly & deceased family members, Clonoon. 

Saturday December 12
th

 7pm Paddy & Kitty Burke, Clonco.  

                                              Willie Comer & deceased family members, Rockhill (Anniv.)  

 
Eucharistic Ministers. Brian Page Nora Flaherty  

.Altar Society   Mary Goonan Bernadette Stewart. 

Reader for Church  Rebecca Moylan. 

Altar Servers: (A)  Evan Flaherty Sarah Fahy Jacob Haran Abigail Starr Albert Starr.  

    
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament continues Sunday from 3pm to 4pm in  St.Brendan’s.Looscaun  

Woodford Youth Club - Sale of Work will take place on this Sunday 6th December 

Masses for Feast of the Immaculate Conception (Tue. 8th).  7pm (Mon. Vigil) & 7am in St. 

Brendan’s Church, Looscaun. 12noon with Mercy College Woodford & 7.30pm in St. John the 

Baptist Church, Woodford.  

RIP: Seamus Malone, England, brother of Patricia Minogue, Coose. Funeral Arrangements later.  

All Night Vigil in St. Brendan’s Church, Looscaun on Mon. night after Mass through the night to 

7am Tuesday Morning to honour Our Lady of Fatima as her Statue is in the Church at this time. If 

you would like to volunteer for an hour or for a shorter time, please contact Mary on 086-6685917 

Vigil concludes with Mass at 7am Tue. Morn for Feast of the Immaculate Conception.  

Sale of Work - Any help to organise/prepare the Sale of Work 2015 would be gratefully appreciated.  

Please contact Mgt 087 7420466 or Alanna on 086 3916346 

Please note First Friday Calls for the month of December will be this Fri. Dec. 11th beginning in 

Looscaun at 10am and Woodford at 4pm. If you wish for the priest to call orb know someone who 

may appreciate a call, please contact Fr. Kieran on 087-2997956.  

Woodford/ Looscaun Christmas Lights :  Switch on  and open street market on Saturday 12th 

December .  Fundraiser on Saturday 2nd January in Walsh's Bar - Tickets €2 - please support 

30th Galway Scout Group Church Gate collection next weekend. We appreciate your support. 

Woodford/Looscaun Senior Citizen's Christmas Party will be held in Modena Restaurant, 

Portumna on Sun 13th Dec. Mass at 1:00pm. Those wishing to attend please leave your names at 

Woodford or Gurteeny post offices. 

General Clean Up St. John the Baptist Church, W’ford Sat. Dec. 12th at 2.30pm All help welcome.  

Galway Hospice Christmas Cards are available for sale at the Woodford Heritage Centre. 

Mercy College Woodford are holding their Open Night for 5th & 6th class students on Thursday 

December 10th from 7pm. All are welcome. 

Progressive 25 in Tommy Larkin’s Clubhouse every Monday night. All welcome.  

Tommy Larkins Lotto: 4-5-27-28. No winner. Jackpot €2,1k  

You are invited to attend the official opening of the Year of Mercy at Emmanuel House of 

Providence < Clonfert on Tue, 8th Dec at 2pm. Mass will be celebrated at 3pm by Bishop Kirby. 

Shragh Christmas Progressive 45 Card Game. Wed. Dec. 16th  Normal Format, Tables of 6 (3 x 2 

Parners) 18 games. Entry €10 each. Substancial Cash Prizes & Raffle on night. Tea & Christmas 

Treats Doors open at 7.30pm. Starts 8pm Sharp.     

Book Launch: Olive Shaughnessy’s book ‘My Olive Branch – My Second Chance’ will be launched 

by Dr Aiden Devitt in the Loughrea Hotel and Spa on Thursday 10th December at 7.00 p.m. Special 

guest is Mike Denver. All welcome. 

Esker Healing Mission in Esker Church  Mon 7th- Fri 11th Dec. Daily 10am, 5pm, 7pm & 9pm.     

East Clare Musical Society will present the hilariously funny musical “The Producers” from Thu 

10th to Sun 13th Decr in the Scariff Community College hall. Doors open 7.15pm, Curtain nightly at 

8pm (Thursday, Friday & Saturday). Sunday’s show will be at 6.00pm again this year with Doors 

open at 5.15pm.  Tickets are now on sale in Rodgers Centre, Scariff and Tuohys in Coose & at the 

Box Office. Group & advance bookings are available on our society phone:  087 43 80 782. 

Ability West Snipe Resource Centre in partnership with Galway People's Resource Centre are 

holding a Christmas Concert in St.Nicholas's Church next Monday December 7th at 8 p.m. Sinead 

Ni Gabhann, Claire Quinn, Maja Elliott, The Marine Institute Choir & the String Quartet Headford 

will be performing. Tickets: €10 Adults €5 Child & are on sale from Ability West, Blackrock House 

(087-7730105) & Galway People's Resource Centre (091-564822) and on the door on the night. All 

proceeds going to Ability West Snipe Resource Centre & the Galway People's Resource Centre. 

On Behalf of the committee of  "Family and Friends of the Mentally Handicapped"  we would 

like to thank everybody  who donated unwanted clothing for our fundraiser event of "Cash for 

Clobber" in aid of St.Dympnas A.D.S,Portumna. The total amount raised was €1,000 euros.If you 

want to become a friend of our committee and help out in any way you can, please contact Ana 

María Burke at 0872136077 or Bridie Clarke at 0852318775. Look forward to hearing from you!!! 

The East Galway Family History Society's 2016 bi-lingual calendar themed on 'school days east 

Galway' is now available for sale in shops in East Galway and the Heritage Centre.  

Christmas Craft Fair Sunday December 6th in Boathouse bar Portumna.12 to 5pm. Get your special 

Christmas gift and support local crafters.Your support would be very much appreciated 

Mountshannon N.S. will be holding their Christmas Bingo night in Mountshannon Hotel on Fri 

11th Dec at 8 pm. Jackpot €450 (45 numbers). Raffle on the night. Look forward to seeing you! 

Community Employment Vacancies – There are a number of Community Employment Vacancies 

on the Sliabh Aughty Community Development Association Limited CE Project.   The vacancies are 

 based in the Portumna, Tynagh, Woodford and Duniry areas.   The vacancies cover works 

associated with environmental works, general maintenance, community facilities upkeep and 

administration.   Further information is available on www.jobsireland.ie.   Eligible applicants should 

forward their CV and Cover Letter by post or hand to Abbey Community Centre, Abbey, Loughrea 

or email sacdaltd@gmail.com.   Successful candidates should be prepared to complete a Garda 

Vetting Application Form. 

Chiropody Clinic will be attending Hayes Pharmacy Portumna on,Fri 11th  & Fri. 18th  Dec for 

general & diabetic footcare. Contact Emma 086 1901247.Home clinic & house calls available. 

Offaly Local Development Company are running a FETAC level 4 Landscaping & Horticulture 

Local Training Initiative in St. Rynagh's College of Further Education, Banagher. 

It is a 26 week full-time programme ,commencing February 2016. 

For further information please contact Roy/Imelda on 087 6835561 
Sun. Dec. 6th        SR 8.31am Set 4.18pm            Last Quarter on Thu. Dec. 3rd at 7.40am                                      

Sun. Dec. 13th        SR 8.39am Set 4.16pm         New Moon on Fri. Dec. 11th at 10.29am 

mailto:woodfordlooscaun@gmail.com
http://www.mylocalnews.ie/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jobsireland.ie&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFu96uqcuX7JnUdSGxuBfpv9YAifg
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/h/11mybhzu7kei7/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=sacdaltd@gmail.com


 

 

The Value of My Life Personal Growth workshop 4 Mon. nights, beginning Jan.18. Carmelite 

Abbey Res. Loughrea. A great way to start your new year. Reg. Deadline is Dec. 18. Contact: 

Mary Silke PRH Educator 090 6624937  www.prhireland.ie  FB: 

marysilkeeducationforpersonalgrowth 

30
th

 Galway Scout Group are holding a church gate collection before 

mass next weekend. We appreciate your continued support. 

 A new driving school has opened in Portumna: Dillon Driving. Instructor: John Dillon A.D.I., 

Dip. Training & Development. Dillon Driving offers tuition in all local driving test 

centres.LESSONS given in VW Polo (dual controls) or in learner’s car. School car available to 

learners for driving test.Discounts & vouchers available. Phone (087) 4577201.email: 
info@dillondriving.com                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 
Offaly Local Development Company are running a FETAC level 
4 Landscaping & Horticulture Local Training Initiative in St. 

Rynagh's College of Further Education, Banagher. 
It is a 26 week full-time programme ,commencing February 
2016. 

For further information please contact Roy/Imelda on 087 
6835561 

Christmas Craft Fair will be taking place on Sunday 13th December 11am - 4pm in 
Caltra Community Centre. Come along and soak up the festive atmosphere and 
browse the beautiful selection of craft stands selling everything from candles, 
Christmas cakes, knitted toys, crochet, soap, jewellery, Christmas wreaths and 
much more.  

Kids Party Packages are now available in Caltra Community Centre, special hire package with 

indoor bouncy castle for €120 for 3 hours. This includes full access to kitchen, fully insured. Contact 
0868449007 for information and bookings. 

Kiltullagh Community Choir present an evening of music and song in 

Haydens Hotel Ballinasloe on Friday, 4th December, at 8.00pm. In aid 

of Music Matters, it promises to be a wonderfully entertaining evening. 

Tickets €10. Family (2+2) €25. 

Leitim/Ballydugan Community Centre annual Sale of Work will take place 

on Friday 11th December @ 7pm. Special Guest: Santa Claus!!!  All 

welcome.  All proceeds from this event go towards running costs and 

upkeep of our Community Centre and we greatly appreciate your support.'  

 

 

Loughrea Lions Club is holding a fundraising concert with Kiltullagh 

Community Choir and special guests Padraig Connaughton and 

Madeleine Fleming in The Lough Rea Hotel and Spa on Sunday 

November 29th at 8 p. 

St.Brigid's College, Loughrea Open Day/Information Evening. 

  

Open Day for sixth class students on Saturday 28th November from 10am-

3pm. 

  

Information evening for parents on Monday 30th November.  

Principals address at 7.3pm .  All welcome. 
Ballinasloe Cancer support Centre cordially invite you to their annual 

mass to celebrate the lives of deceased members and cancer survivors 

on Wednesday 25th November - 7.30pm. at their Centre on Main 

Street.(Beside John Dolan auctioneers). Candles of hope will be 

available. Light refreshments. All very welcome. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

St Vincent De Paul 'Vincent's ' shop now opened in Abbey St  Portumna. Opening hours  Thursday 

and Friday 12.00-4 pm and Saturday10.30-4pm We are looking for any donations of winter clothes 

and bric-à-brac.Shop volunteers also needed. Call 087 3650922 for information. 

RHS Homecare is not for profit community based home care service provider, set up as a co- 

operative society with charitable status, we provide a wide range of top quality, affordable home 

care services to our clients.. If you or a family member require homecare assistance please call us on 

090 625988. We are actively seeking Carers to support our service throughout  the west, northwest 

and midlands, if interested please forward your cv to jobs@rhshomecare.ie. 

 

 

 

 

Community Remembrance Walk Sunday 1st November 2015 starting at 2pm Gullanes Hotel 

Ballinasloe. Remember loved ones friends and family that are no longer with us.Open to all. Tea and 

Coffee afterwards in Gullanes Hotel. 

Family and Friends of St. Dympnas  A.D.S Portumna Branch” are organising a "Cash for 

Clobber"  collection of unwanted clothes, towels, curtains, bed linen (sheets, pillow cases, duvet 

covers only)hats, belts, bags and shoes. This  will take place on Tuesday November  the 24th from 

7.30p.m to 9.30p.m and on Wednesday November  the 25th  from 8a.m to 10a.m in Portumna Town 

Hall. All money raised will ONLY benefit St.Dympnas Portumna A.D.S. Your support is greatly 

appreciated. For more information please contact: Bridie Clarke at 085 2318775 or Ana Maria Burke 

at 087 2136077. Thank you! 

http://www.prhireland.ie/
mailto:info@dillondriving.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/h/119hyl99yut7c/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=jobs@rhshomecare.ie


Are you someone who has lived experience of mental health challenges including personally, as a 

family member, friend or carer? Do you work in the area of mental health? Do you have an interest 

in mental health issues?  If so, the new Recovery College for Roscommon and East Galway invites 

you to attend one of our information nights on November 4th In Gullane's Hotel in Ballinasloe and 

November 12th in Gleeson's Hotel in Roscommon.  For enquiries contact Ailish on 086 1304869 or 

email regarirecoverycollege@gmail.com 

November is the month of Holy Souls. Many people choose to abstain from alcohol for the month of 

November & offer this prayerful act in honour of their deceased loved ones and for someone they 

know or love with an addiction. You can do likewise!Take the Short term pledge for Nov. For 

further info, www.pioneerassociation.ie or contact 01-8749464.  

 

  

 

 

 

Sun. Oct. 25th        SR 7.18am  Set 5.17pm             Full Moon on Tue. Oct. 27th at 12.05 pm 

 

. 

 

A NATIONAL  ECUMENICAL  SERVICE  in preparation for the U.N. Climate 

Summit in the presence of  President Michael D Higgins, Uachtaráin na hEireann will 

take place on Wednesday 25th November at 7.30pm in St Teresa’s Church, Clarendon 

Street, Dublin. This event is organised by Trocaire, Christian Aid and ECI. All are 

welcome to attend! 

  

  

THE PEOPLE’S CLIMATE MARCH will take place in Dublin, Cork and Belfast 

on Sunday 29th November at 2pm. Hundreds of thousands of us will be marching in 

cities around the world on November 29th, in what we hope will be the largest climate 

change mobilisation in history, just before our leaders travel to Paris for the climate 

summit. Pope Francis in his encyclicalLaudato Sí, encourages us all to take action like 

this for Climate Justice. He says,  “Let us be protectors of creation, protectors of God’s 

plan inscribed in nature, protectors of one another and of the environment.” 

  

. 
 

Leading eco-theologian to speak at Knock conference on the environment 
Knock Shrine is holding a day conference with leading thinker and writer in the field of eco-

theology, Fr Sean McDonagh SSC, on Saturday, November 14.  

The conference will explore Pope Francis’ writings in his ground breaking Encyclical on the 

environment, Laudato Si’: On Care for our Common Home. 

Fr McDonagh is known around the world for his work to promote environmental justice and 

sustainable development and he advised the Vatican on the first draft of Laudato Si’.  

The conference is an excellent opportunity to hear from a leading expert in 
this area.  
It takes place at St John’s Rest & Care Centre, Knock Shrine, at 
10am on Saturday, November 14. 
Booking is advised. Telephone Knock Shrine Faith Renewal 
Council on (094) 9375321 or (087) 6927850. Alternatively, 
email faithrenewal@knockshrine.ie.  

The conference costs €30 and includes lunch.  
Survive  & Thrive free 5 week workshop for men who have survived cancer every 
Thursday 7.30 -10 pm  5th of November to 3rd of December Shearwater Hotel, 
Ballinasloe Co. Galway  
  
This Survive and Thrive Course form the Marie Keating Foundation  
Includes advice from experts on coping with  emotions, managing stress & 
fatigue; changing nutritional needs; physical activity & Mindfulness. 
  
Speakers include Dr. Paul Donnellan , Tony Keavey, Vicki Costello, Marie Murphy, 
Dr Mary Rogan and Paul Gillen. 
  
The course is free and open to men who have survived any type of cancer.  
  
Registration is essential 

Kiltullagh Community Choir will perform, in concert, in the Raheen Woods Hotel on 

Saturday 14
th

 November at 8.30 p.m for Athenry Simanjiro Partnership. 

Clare Quinn, the award winning “young singer of the year”  from Renmore (and of Late 

Late Show fame 2014) will be guest performer at the concert. 

All proceeds are going directly to fund the various humanitarian projects that the 

Partnership has initiated, over the last ten years, in Tanzania and Kenya. 

 A mood-enhancing evening of inspirational song and music is guaranteed.  Support 

would be hugely appreciated.  

Tickets €10 & further info. available from 087 6484225; or 086 8601439 or “Just Kidz”, 

Athenry Shopping Centre. 

  

For anybody interested please contact 087 1524200.  

EMERGENCY FIRST AID COURSE ï One Day Training Saturday 
14th November.  Starts 9.30am to 4.30pm. at Shragh Community 
Centre.  Certificate of Completeion, certified by First Aid Training, it 
covers main events in First Aid such as Scene Management; 
Bleeding; Bandaging; Fractures; Sprains; Shock; Unconsciousness; 
Burns; Choking; Diabetes; Asthma; Epilepsy and CPR with some 
time for Practical Skills.  Cost of Course = ú10.  Places limited.  
Contact Mary on 087 6152668 for bookings.  

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/h/s4yg3n7b9dr5/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=regarirecoverycollege@gmail.com
http://www.pioneerassociation.ie/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/h/1t5ipg8t6rn0d/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=faithrenewal@knockshrine.ie


Davitts camogie A.G.M will take place next Friday 6th nov at 9pm, in 

Abbey community centre. All parents and adult players are urged to attend 

if possible 

Halloween Zombie Walk: Garbally woods, Ballinasloe - Thurs 29th. & Fri 

30th. Oct. 6.30 - 8.30pm. Adm €3 per person. Starting point via Ard 

Scoil Mhuire gates. A night not to forget for both young and old! 
November 
 
   

 

 

 

Book of Condolences 

There is a Book of Condolences set up in the Public Office area of 

Loughrea Garda Station in order for people to have an opportunity to show 

their support to the family of the late Garda Anthony (Tony) Golden who 

tragically lost his life while performing his duty on Sunday 11
th

 October 

2015.  Tony was a highly dedicated, popular and active member of An 

Garda Síochána. He was a proud family man who lived and worked in the 

community he served with distinction. 
  
The book will remain open until Friday 23rd October 2015. 

 
 

Towards Peace is a new spiritual support service designed for those who have experienced sexual, 

physical, emotional or spiritual abuse by Catholic Church personnel in Ireland.  Support is also 

available for family members of abuse survivors.  The vision of Towards Peace is to provide a safe 

supportive space, where people who have been affected by abuse in a Church context can be 

accompanied as they seek their own experience of spiritual peace, one step at a time. Towards Peace 

provides spiritual support through one-to-one spiritual direction sessions, with a qualified spiritual 

companion. Up to nine sessions are offered and there is no cost.  For more information, please visit 

www.towardspeace.ie, phone 01 505 3028 or email towardspeace@iecon.ie. 

 

Centering Prayer: You are invited to attend an Introduction to Centering Prayer. 

Centering Prayer is a mindful way of Christian meditation, a silent prayer in which we experience 

God’s presence within us. This prayer is both a relationship with God and a discipline to foster that 

relationship.for further information on Centering Prayer go to: www.contemplativeoutreach.org  OR  

www.contemplativeoutreach.ie Venue: Athenry Pastoral Centre.Date: Saturday November 7th 10am-

4pm.A light lunch will be provided. .A donation of 10euro per person is requested on the day. 

To register for the day or for more information please contact 091 844076 or 087 6645537 or 087 

6404664 before Wednesday November 4th.     
St Brigid’s Vocational School Loughrea annual Fashion Show in 

association with Catwalk Modelling Agency and Transition Year Students 

takes place in the Loughrea Hotel and Spa on Wednesday 14th October @ 

8pm. Cheese and wine reception @ 7:30pm. Tickets @ €20 available from 

school and on the door. Further details from (091) 841919 or 

admin.stbrigidsvs@gretb.ie    Excellent prizes to be won on the night. 
  
 

PortumnaCollege.ofFurtheEducation@gretb.ie   

 
 

  

 

Science Grinds: Junior cycle and Senior cycle (Biology, Ag. Science and 

Chemistry) science grinds available. Contact-0860892595 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spirit Radio a Christian Radio Station, based in Bray Co. Wicklow and broadcasts nationally. It is 

available on 549kHz AM here in Woodford. Reception is best in daylight hours and in the northern 

half of the country with the AM(Medium Wave) transmitter based in Emyvale Co. Monaghan. Spirit 

Radio also broadcasts on FM in major urban areas, 91.7FM in Galway, 89.8FM in Limerick, 

89.9FM in Dublin, 90.1FM in Waterford, 90.4FM in Dundalk, 90.9FM in Cork & 92.2FM in Naas 

& Newbridge Co. Kildare.  For more details and to listen online visit  www.spiritradio.ie Set it as 

one of your presets on your car radio on the AM band. Handy for Irish News on your car radio when 

you are away in Northern & Western Britain & parts of North Co. Antrim where FM reception from 

the Republic is difficult. It is worth a listen.  

Other suggested AM presets for your car radio RTE Radio 1 LW 252kHz, BBC Radio 4 LW 

198kHz if your car has Long Wave.  Other presets for Medium Wave BBC Radio 5Live 693 & 

909kHz, Talksport 1089kHz, Absolute Radio 1215kHz  BBC Radio Ulster 1341kHz BBC Radio 

Scotland 810kHz & BBC Radio Wales 882kHz. Most have better reception in the hours of darkness. 

Science Grinds: Junior cycle and Senior cycle (Biology, Ag. Science and Chemistry) science grinds 

available. Contact-0860892595 

 

**St Brigid’s Vocational School Loughrea annual Fashion Show in 
association with Catwalk Modelling Agency and Transition Year Students 
takes place in the Loughrea Hotel and Spa on Wednesday 14th October @ 
8pm. Cheese and wine reception @ 7:30pm. Tickets @ €20 available from 

http://www.towardspeace.ie/
mailto:towardspeace@iecon.ie
http://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/
http://www.contemplativeoutreach.ie/
mailto:admin.stbrigidsvs@gretb.ie
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/h/n5pdhrcldhf5/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=PortumnaCollege.ofFurtheEducation@gretb.ie
http://www.spiritradio.ie/


school and on the door. Further details from (091) 841919 or 
admin.stbrigidsvs@gretb.ie    Excellent prizes to be won on the night. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

'I hear and I forget,I see and I remember, I do and I learn (understand)' 
Thank you  

North East Galway 10km Run on Sunday 11
th

 October @ 12 noon in 

Moylough. 10km race is permitted by Athletics Association Ireland.  

Register Now on www.runireland.com or Ring 0872801935. NEW 5k run 

on at 10.30am added this year to mark our 5
th

 year, this is an unpermitted 

race and open to all walkers, runners and buggies welcome.  Our Childrens 

1.5k Fun Run is on at 10am Sharp.  See you there 

Indoor Market and Craft fair in Boathouse bar Portumna Sunday October 

4th. 12 noon to 5pm. Your support would be appreciated. 
 

  
  

Pulsewave Ireland celebrating 5 years heart screening in Galway are holding 2 half price screening 

days in Tuam and Loughrea next week each screening will only cost €25 (Normally €50).  This is 

the cheapest price ever available in Ireland for a heart screening. Venues are Monday 21st 

September Loughrea Hotel & Spa and Thursday 24th September The Corralea Court Hotel Tuam 

appointments available from 11am to 8pm daily Call 087-7151623 to make an appointment spaces 

are limited. 
 

BALLINASLOE 1915 – REIMAGINED TOWN HALL THEATRE, 

BALLINASLOE September 18
th

-19
t.h  Local actors will re-create the 

atmosphere and invite you to join them in living life as it was 100 years 

ago. Culture Night Concert, Ballinasloe 1915 Exhibition, Children’s 

Corner, Puppet Show, Vintage Display, World War 1 Exhibition, A Society 

wedding, Exhibition games, local characters and important visitors, 

Political Movements, Music, dancing & street ballad, Best Period Costume, 

Family Fun Quiz, The Gullanes Session.  

  

The Ada English Lecture  Gullanes Hotel, September 19
th

 7pm. Conor 

MacNamara Ph.D talks on Liam Mellows who came to Ballinasloe in 1915 

to organise the Irish Volunteers. Conor is a historian specialising in modern 

Ireland and has published extensively on the revolutionary period. Conor is 

a native of Athenry. 

email westalgalway@eircom.net. 
Room in your home for one More?  Host families required to host 

children/adults with an intellectual disability & provide various types 

of short breaks from a few hours to weekday overnights, weekends & 

full-time shared living.  All types of families considered and allowances 

paid.  The Home Sharing Training course will run over two weekends: 

Friday 16
th

 October 7pm-9pm and Saturday 17
th

 October 9.15 a.m-

3pm and Weekend 2: Friday 30
th

 October, 7p.m-9p.m and Saturday 

31
st
October 9.15 a.m – 3.00p.m.  Please contact Kieran Keon /Audrey 

Reilly on 091-540900 or 

email audrey.reilly@abilitywest.ie/kieran.keon@abilitywest.ie at 

Ability West or Sheelagh McInerney on 076-1064382,at Brothers of 

Charity Galway Services 

email sheelaghmcinerney@galway.brothersofcharity.ie or go to 

Youtube and search  for “Home Share Galway-Short Documentary” to 

find out more about Home Share Galway. 
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Galway Community Archaeological Advisory Project in partnership with Kilconnell Tidy 

Towns are hosting a FREE one day Archaeology Seminar in Kilconnell Community 

Centre, Saturday 12th September.  

For further details please contact: Christy 087 

9697692, www.galwaycommunityheritahe.org or 

emailgalwaycommunityarchaeology@gmail.com. 

The Loughrea Grey Lake Ramblers  

The Grey Lake Ramblers walking club are actively seeking new members. The club meet in the 

car park on the Gort Road every second Sunday for walks in south Galway, Clare, Offaly, and 

Connemara, and occasionally the club go on weekend walking trips further afield. Walks range 

from 2 ½ -4 hours and are graded; easy (green), moderate (blue) and more difficult hikes (red). If 

you would like more information on The Grey Lake Ramblers, log on to 

www.greylakeramblers.ie  or contact Teresa Moore (Chairperson) @ 0857340218. If you would 

like to join the Grey Lake Ramblers Registration will take place on the    24
th

 September in the 

Loughrea Hotel & Spa 8.30pm,or contact Teresa Donohue (Treasurer) @ 0868054091.  

Is dyselxia up setting your family?Would you like your child to have the ability to read better and 

have greater comprehension? How would it feel if your child, could learn with ease their weekly 

spellings and retain them. Or the peace in your house if they could follow a set of instructions. 

Our Visualisation Program can help with all the above.Contact Breda Coughlan 086 3792360 

Web Page: ateasewithdyslexia.com 

 

 

 

¶ New Adventures Pre-School, Bawnmore will open Mon. 31st Aug. at 9.30am to begin a 

new year. Also thanks to all those who supported the "Big Toddle" for 

Barnardos which raised ú150 Further information please 
contact Gerardine m. (086 4023639) h. (0909749252). 

 

 

             
 

 
 

¶ New Adventures Pre-School Bawnmore will open Monday 31st 

August 2015 at 9.30 am to begin a new year of fun and learning. Also 

thanks to all those who supported the "Big Toddle" for 

Barnardos which raised ú150 Further information please 
contact Gerardine m. (086 4023639) h. (0909749252). 

 

¶ Rossmore Station is in the home of the Abberton family on 
Monday 24th August at   ....... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tel: 090-9676044 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.galwaycommunityheritahe.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHn15xx-BJHDp-fOpAjz3GqsRHjdA
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/h/imbcyqhghg8p/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=galwaycommunityarchaeology@gmail.com
http://www.greylakeramblers.ie/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fateasewithdyslexia.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG-lgTs5y6sF7PD88byJyc2SQFblg


 

 

 
 

 

Information Evening 11th Aug @ 6.30pm . Pillo Hotel, Headford Road, Galway. Learn how to 

Build an Online Business in 10-12 weeks, one day a week. Fully funded place available. Suitable for 

those who are not in full time employment or self- employed or those who wish to become self -

employed.  The information evening will give a brief introduction to marketing a business online, as 

well as providing an outline of the course contents and requirements. If you can send an email you 

can do this course. Registration required. Please email info@in-tuition.ie or phone 091 770873 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for more details. 

 

Coming Home to Myself: Take a morning to connect with yourself and discover a very effective means for 

your personal growth. April 18 Carmelite Abbey,Loughrea (10am -1pm) Contact: Mary Silke, PRH Educator. 

0906624937 marytsilke@eircom.net  Reg. April 3.  

The Loughrea Family and Community Resource Centre are taking expressions of interest for Assertiveness 
Skills workshop. Contact the centre to book your place on 091 871149. The workshops are free. There is a ú5 
returnable deposit to hold a place which will be returned on completion of the course. Times and dates will be 
arranged at a later stage. Duration: 4 x 2 hrs sessions 

 

 

Walking Club: Walking Tues & Thursday Nights. Meet at Looscaun Cross at 8pm. All are welcome. 

 

Children's Easter Cupcake Workshop. Saturday 19th April. 11-12.30am or 2-3.30pm. Decorate 6 

cupcakes and bring them home! €20 per child. Cakes and Cupcakes, Killeen. Opposite Killeen 

school. Contact Lisa on 087-6407966 to secure a place. 

Mass of Thanksgiving at Ballybrit Race Course to mark Canonisation of Pope John Paul II - 27th 

April at 11.30am 

Galway East Life Support ….GELS is supporting a Facilitated Self-Help  Support Group for 

anyone affected by Suicide in their own lives by Suicidal Thoughts or actions or by Losing 

Others to Suicide 

The group meets in Hayden's Hotel Ballinasloe on Thursday evenings at  8.30. 

The group welcomes individuals and family members and attendance is free  

Next  Group Meeting Thursday April 24th. 8.30 .  

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/h/1bnx6vt6sto54/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=info@in-tuition.ie
mailto:marytsilke@eircom.net


Contact Frank @ 087 6420870 or Donna @ 086 1722827 

Killimor Development Society will hold Bingo in the Killimor Community Centre on Good 

Friday 18th & Friday 25th April at 9pm. Your Support would be appreciated. Proceeds to 

“Village Maintenance” 

Ability West will hold its third Annual Fashion & Entertainment Night in the 

Clayton Hotel on Wednesday, 16th April, commencing at 8.00pm. Doors 
open at 7.00pm. Tickets are ú10 and are available from: Cathal Ryan (087-
6820265, Linda Keane (087-9971558, Ability West (091-540900, Clayton 

Hotel 091 721900 or www.abilitywest.ie.  All proceeds go to Ability West which 
provides services and support to people with an intellectual disability 

throughout Galway City and County. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

Don Raifteirí Óg | For Raifteirí Youth 

Ceolchoirm na nÓg, Déardaoin | Youth Variety Show, Thurs.  

Ceardlann na nÓg, Dé Sathairn | Fun Workshop, Sat.  

An Cheolchoirm Mhór | The Big Concert 
Oíche Dé Sathairn | Sat. Night 

Liz & Yvonne Kane (fidil), le John Blake (giotar), Nathan Polanski 

(damhsóir), Ailbhe Ní Ghearbhuigh (file). 

Bean an Tí: Muireann Ní Dhuigneáin 

Seisiúin Ceoil agus Spraoi | Open Mike Sessions 

Oíche Oscailte, Dé hAoine | Open Evening Fri. Night 
Marcus, Proinsias & Breandán Ó hIarnáin, Ailbhe Ní Ghearbhuigh, Treasa 

Ní Mhiolláin (amhránaí) 

Bean an Tí: Muireann Ní Dhuigneáin 

 

Cóisir Cois Uaighe & Clabhsúr na Féile, Dé Domhnaigh | Graveside 

Party & the Last Stand, Sun. 

Ceardlann do dhaoine Fásta | Workshop for adults 

Ceardlann Filíochta do Dhaoine Fásta, Dé Sathairn | Poetry Workshop 

for Adults, Sat. 
  

Eolas | Info:  

http://www.lochariach.com/feile-raifteiri 
 

Coffee Morning in aid of Western Alzheimer’s at the Country Market, 

Portumna  

on Friday 4
th

 April. 

9 a.m. – 12 noon. 

 

South East Galway Archaeological and Historical Society host a lecture by Declan Kelly MA, on the 

un-consecrated burial grounds in South East Galway, entitled; Out of Rite and Out of Sight, in the 

Irish Workhouse Centre, Portumna on Tuesday 25 of March at 8.30pm. 

Anger Issues? Knock Counselling Centre, in conjunction with the Irish 

Association for Anger Management are running a 2-Day Anger 

Management programme in Knock on Sat 12
th

 & Sun 13
th

 April.   Contact 

Peter Devers, Regional Consultant 094 9375032 or log onto 
www.knockshrine.ie 
Social Dance Classes will be held at The Community Centre Cappataggle 

every Wednesday. Absolute beginners in Jive, Waltz, Foxtrot, Quickstep 

and Slosh dance with top social dance instructor Niall Doorhy. No 

partners required all ages welcome. Time 8:15pm – 10:15pm. €10 per 

night. Hope to see all there. Call Niall on 0873536502 for any 

required information. 

A healthy weight can be achieved by literally making small changes in 

your lifestyle. For expert guidance, our Croí Dietitian will facilitate a 6 

week group session (1 hour per week) where you will discover the key to 

healthy weight management. A healthy weight can be achieved by literally 

making small changes in your lifestyle. For expert guidance, our Croí 

Dietitian will facilitate a 6 week group session (1 hour per week) where 

you will discover the key to healthy weight management. For further 

information contact the Croí Heart & Stroke Centre on Date & Time:    

Thursday March 13
th

,  10.30am-11.30am Location:Tynagh Old School, 

Tynagh, Loughrea.Cost:      €70 per person. 091-893500. 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.abilitywest.ie&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEp_IFlrHHVOWRPlu_bHwA_0zTyaA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lochariach.com%2Ffeile-raifteiri&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEf7H6Zgz6eXkeSfI08cWSeJlQV4g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.knockshrine.ie&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmDQMIOScVjyUgqRzot3rZeFk8Yg


St. Joseph’s N.S, Woodford Enrolment forms for September 2014 are now 

available in St. Joseph’s N.S.  If you wish to enrol your child please return 

completed application form on or before Friday 28
th 

March 2014. 

St. Joseph’s N.S, Woodford  Congratulations to the 5
th

 class pupils, Lauren 

Gaffey, Gearóid Hanley, Erica Power & Finley Thomas, & who came 1
st
 in 

the Credit Union Quiz in Loughrea on Saturday 1
st
 of February  Well Done 

to all the children who were involved in the Quiz. 

 

 

 
  

 

 

Ardscoil Mhuire Ballinasloe 

Open Night                                  
THURSDAY 

JANUARY 23rd 7.30pm 

We invite you to our Open Night and 

ask you to make a discerning choice 

about your daughter's next step in her life long journey in education. 
Principal: Ms Patricia Kilgallen 

Deputy Principal: Lilian Hynes 

Tel: 090 9642206/  
090 9643307 

Fax: 090-9644668 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Thank You 
  

now under the auspices of the Galway Roscommon 
Education Training Board (ETB).  

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

. 
Ferbane/Banagher Macra will be hosting a Fundraising Table Quiz in Aid of 

the Ferbane Senior Citizens Club this Friday night November 15th in Hiney's 

Bar, Ferbane at 9.30pm sharp. We are hoping to raise much needed funds for 

their annual christmas party. There will be finger food and a raffle on the night 

with all proceeds going to the Senior Citizens Club. A table of four will be 

€20. All welcome along to support this great cause. 

  
 

Coláiste Néifinn will run an Irish course in Athenry for 2 weeks from the 30th June 
to July 11th for 12-18 year olds. Classes,  
2. Club Súgartha - Irish Fun Club 

 

For children: 
Club Súgartha ar ais Dé Sathairn, 21 Meán Fómhair, / Club Súgartha back on Saturday 21 Sept. 

 

 
 

 

Calor Community Champion 2013 – Calling Communities to make their voices heard 
CALOR UNDERSTANDS THE WORK CARRIED OUT EACH AND EVERY DAY BY VOLUNTEERS IN 

PARISHES ACROSS THE DIOCESE OF CLONFERT. THEY HAVE LAUNCHED YEAR TWO OF THE 

‘CALOR COMMUNITY CHAMPION’, AND ARE CALLING OUT TO COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY TO MAKE THEIR VOICES HEARD, AND SUPPORT THE SEARCH FOR LOCAL 

CHAMPIONS WHO GO ABOVE AND BEYOND THE CALL IN OUR PARISHES, WHO GET THINGS 

DONE, AND WORK TIRELESSLY EACH DAY TO IMPROVE THE LIVES OF THE PEOPLE AROUND 
THEM, AND TO RECOGNISE THIS WORK WITH A PRIZE FUND OF OVER €10,000.   

The winner will receive €1,500 and a bursary of €7,500 to give to their nominated charity or local organisation.  

The two runners-up will each receive €500.  Calor will also provide €500 for the person or organisation that 
nominated them.  Nominations to crown this year’s champion volunteer will close at the end of September. 

For information and to nominate your local champion, please visit and ‘like’ at www.facebook.com/calorireland 

or call 1850 812 450 for an application form to be sent by post.   
  

 

 
 

For more information contact Sarah on 087-2117262 

 

Nuacht / News [Eng. follows] 

 

1.Clanna Gael an Eachréidh - ag lorg páistí atá á dtógáil le Gaeilge 

http://www.facebook.com/calorireland


d'imeachta míosúla / looking for children raised through Irish for monthly 

activities. Ruth, 091-870718 

 

2. Ciorcail comhrá speisialta do dhéagóirí agus do dhaoine fásta ag amanna 

éagsúla / Irish chat groups for students and adults, seperately .... Adult 

absolute beginners chat group also. Eolas/Info: Ruth, 091-870718 

 

3. Seachtain Oidhreachta s'Againne: Lá Eolais; Tóraíocht Taisce; Léacht ar 

na hUltaigh; Ceardlann Seodra Cré Umhaois leanaí 9-12 bliain d'aois. 

Heritage Week Projects: Information day; Treasure Hunt; Lecture on the 

Ultachs; Bronze Age Jewellery Workshop for 9-12 year olds. 

Eolas/Info: Ruth, 091 870718 

 

4. Comórtas Léitheoireachta Gaeilge for children. Tá Kindle Amazon le 

buachaint. / Win an Amazon Kindle. Ask in Library or call 091 870718 for 

information. 

Abbey Cemetery Mass:  Thursday 15
th
 August 7pm.   A 

contribution towards the upkeep of the cemetery will be 

collected at the entrance gate. 
 

 

The Year of Faith will end on 24th November. It invites us 
to reflect on our journey of life. 
A pilgrimage to Lough Derg is one way for you to answer 
the call to renewal in faith, personally or as part of a group. 
The Three Day Pilgrimage season ends on 15th August. 
For information on bookings or public transport, phone 
0719861518 (from NI 686 32391) 

Email info@loughderg.org  www.loughderg.org 

 

 

Issue 10 Wednesday 24 July 2013  

Choose Life 2013  

This content is for your parishioners, parish newsletters and websites to 
assist in promoting the Churchôs teaching on the sanctity of unborn human 

life.  

  

‘Day for Life’ message from Pope Francis  

In a special message to Catholics across Ireland and Britain ahead of the Catholic Church’s annual 

Day for Life, Pope Francis has emphasised the need to care for life from            conception to natural 

end. The 2013 Day for Life message focuses on care for unborn children and their mothers; care for 

people who are elderly and care for those who are suicidal and their families. The text of Pope 

Francis’ message follows:  

“Calling to mind the teaching of Saint Irenaeus that the glory of God is seen in a living human being, 

the Holy Father encourages all of you to let the light of that glory shine so brightly that everyone 

may come to recognise the inestimable value of all human life. Even the weakest and most 

vulnerable, the sick, the old, the unborn and the poor, are masterpieces of God’s creation, made in 

his own image, destined to live for ever, and deserving of the utmost reverence and respect. His 

Holiness prays that the Day for Life will help to ensure that human life always receives the 
protection that is its due, so that ‘everything that breathes may praise the Lord’ (Psalm 150:6).” 

CURA: supporting women facing crisis pregnancy 

Cura was established 36 years ago by the Irish Catholic Bishopsô Conference and provides 

a range of counselling and support services to anyone facing a crisis or unplanned     

pregnancy. Cura has a nationwide presence, operating 14 dedicated centres and a number 

of outreach centres as well as a national helpline which operates Monday to Saturday. 

There are over 180 trained crisis pregnancy counsellors working on a voluntary basis for 

Cura. Cura services are free and confidential.  

  

Cura is informed by the values of the Catholic Church and does not provide contact details 

for abortion services. 

  

For more information see www.cura.ie 

  

Weekly Quote  

tel:091-870718
tel:091-870718
tel:091%20870718
tel:091%20870718
http://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/h/1h32lyi6k8vhv/?&v=b&cs=wh&to=info@loughderg.org
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.loughderg.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGhV5BWR_k46fPsdT_jcxCV0Y9alQ
http://www.cura.ie/


“Caring for life from the beginning to the end. What a simple thing, what a beautiful thing. So, go 
forth and don’t be discouraged. Care for life. It’s worth it” - Pope Francis, 2005. 

  

Extract from Prayer for the Child in the Womb  

“Help us to choose life in every decision we take.” Amen  

  

The full text of this prayer is on chooselife2013.ie  

  

Website - chooselife2013.ie  

This new site includes news, testimonies, life videos, weekly quotes archive and 

prayers.    

Cura  

To avail of Curaôs crisis pregnancy support service see www.cura.ie or call 
1850 622626.  

  

QR Code   

Smartphones can scan this QR code for: Prayer for the Child in the Womb. 

  

  

www.chooselife2013.ie | Facebook: Choose Life 2013 | Twitter: @chooselife2013 | 

www.catholicbishops.ie  

 
     

To coincide with Heritage Week and to celebrate the year of the Gathering, 

East Galway Family History Society are hosting a conference in the 

Woodford Youth Hall and Heritage Centre, on Saturday 24
th

 August and 

Sunday 25
th

 August 2013, entitled Reflections on Sliabh Aughty: Historical 

observations on the parishes of Woodford and Ballinakill. Speakers include 

field-archaeologists Dr Christy Cunniffe and Declan Kelly MA, Dr Joe 

Mannion, Pádraig Ó Baoill, Brian Keary, Monica Hynes, Michael Fahy, 

John Curtin and Dr Geoff Oliver. It will conclude with a heritage walk led 

by Dermot Moran.  Admission is free, for more information and to RSVP 

please email galwayroots@eircom.net or telephone 0909749309. 

 

Choose Life 2013 Issue 7 Wednesday 3 July 2013  

Abortion Legislation:    This Abortion Bill will provide the widest possible legal justification for 

deliberately and intentionally destroying the life of the unborn child, with no time limits and no 

mechanism for ensuring that the right to life of the unborn is adequately vindicated as required by 

Article 40.3.3 of the Constitution. In practice, the right to life of the unborn child will no longer be 

treated as equal. This Bill represents a legislative and political ‘Trojan Horse’ which heralds a much 

more liberal and aggressive abortion regime in Ireland.Medical evidence does not support the view 

that abortion is an appropriate treatment for expectant mothers with suicidal feelings. Mothers in 

these situations deserve the best professional care and support that can be provided. As well as 

involving the deliberate killing of an unborn child, this Bill by promoting abortion risks creating the 

very symptoms of suicidal feelings it claims to address.  Moreover, the Abortion Bill makes it lawful 

to induce the premature delivery of an unborn child in response to the suicidal feelings of a mother, 

foreseeably exposing that child to the risk of serious and permanent damage to her or his health. 

Where a child is perhaps only days away from viability, the Bill is silent on whether the child will be 

killed or delivered with serious risk to the health of the child.  Where are the mechanisms to 

vindicate the Constitutional right to life of the child in these circumstances? How can an act which 

involves serious risk to the health of a child be reconciled with the State’s duty in Article 42A of the 

Constitution to ensure that in all decisions the welfare of the child will be ‘the paramount 

consideration’? - Cardinal Seán Brady, 1 July 2013. 

Extract from Prayer for the Child in the Womb   

Lord Jesus, you are the source and lover of life. Reawaken in us respect for every human life.  

Help us to see in each other the marvellous work of our Creator. Amen  

The full text of the Prayer for the Child in the Womb is available on www.chooselife2013.ie  

Weekly Quotes “..at the origin of every human being there is not something haphazard or chance, 

but a loving plan of God” - Pope Benedict XVI, 9 July 2006.  

“The abortion bill, despite what the Government says, it is not just a tidying-up exercise, it sacrifices 

the  innocent life of one human being to another’s threat of self-destruction. This fails any test of 

justice” - Bishop John Buckley, 30 June 2013. 

See chooselife2013.ie which includes news, life videos, weekly quotes archive and prayers. 

CURA To avail of Cura’s crisis pregnancy support service see www.cura.ie or call 1850 622626 

Congratulations to Anne Fogarty, Rockhill & David Spelman, Newtowndaly  who were married last 

weekend in St. John the Baptist Church, WoodfordWe wish them every joy and blessing in their 

future married life.  Ad Multos Annos 

Sum of Money found at Douras Cemetery. Please contact Fr. Kieran on 090-9749100.  
Lectio Devina: You are invited to St. John the Baptist Church, at 8.30pm Tuesday night Jul 16th  to reflect on the 

readings for next Sunday. This is a Pastoral Council initiative in light of the Year of Faith. All are most welcome.  
Chiropody Clinic will be attending Hayes Pharmacy, Portumna on Fri. 19th Jul. Contact 086-1901247 or 067-

27234 for an appointment. Homeclinic & housecalls also available.  

Children’s Art Camp in Shragh Community Centre starting Tue 6th Aug to Sat 10th Aug, from 10am to 1pm, 
suitable for 5 to 12 year olds.  Cost €55 per child.  Activities include, painting, design your own t-shirt, paper 

mache, clay modelling, bottle painting, arts and crafts and much more.  Contact Anne Flanagan-Hickey at 

(087)6236907  
Gathering 2013  An evening to mark the the year of the gathering will take place in the cornerstone Gurteeny, on 

Sunday bank holiday weekend 4th August .Pig on the spit and music by the Daly family.All visitors at home on 

holiday are especially welcome. 
Yoga at The Engine Room, Portumna, every Tuesday at 7.30pm. Please contact Liz on 087-6314581 if you are 

interested in giving your body the treatment it deserves. 

http://chooselife2013.ie/
http://chooselife2013.ie/
http://www.cura.ie/
http://www.chooselife2013.ie/
http://www.catholicbishops.ie/
http://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/h/1r4oe0igm32r5/?&v=b&cs=wh&to=galwayroots@eircom.net
http://www.chooselife2013.ie/
http://chooselife2013.ie/
http://www.cura.ie/


Tommy Larkins GAA Club are pleased to announce that the re-development of the pitch will commence on the 

13th July 2013. This pitch has provided the community with many years of enjoyment which we hope will 
continue for any years to come. This re-development will involve installing a completely new drainage system, 

pitch regrading, re-surfacing and re-seeding of the old pitch, the provision of a new training/juvenile area with a 

sand carpet. There will be limited access to the pitch over the next number of months to facilitate this). A capital 

grant of €75,000, has allowed this project to happen but there is still a shortfall. Fundraising initiatives have 

started and we ask you to support the club in whatever way you can. There is a “Buy a Square” draw with tickets 

on sale locally at €20. A scrap metal/clothes collection will commence in the next few weeks and a table quiz 
night in your locality. There are facilities on our website to donate/buy tickets. Further details are on 

www.tommylarkins.gaa.ie .We welcome any donations to this project and thank you in advance for your 

continued support at all times .We will keep up updated on our progress. 
Summer Reading Scheme for children will commence at the start of July, and run over the summer holidays 

until the end of August in the Woodford Library.  Children will be asked to read 6 books over the summer from 

ages 5 years to 11+.  For details contact Woodford Branch Library on 090 9749887. 
Yard Sale in Ballyshrule on Sat. Jul. 21st next from 10.30am until 3.30pm. More details on 087-7478477 

 

 
Tommy Larkins GAA Lotto: Winning Numbers 7-9-22-32   No Jackpot Winner. Match 3: Jim Gunning  Darragh 

Gardiner Jackpot €6,000. Next draw this Sat. night 13th July in Moroney’s Woodford. 

Sun. Jul. 7th   SR 5.17am Set. 9.59pm                 New Moon on Mon. Jul. 8th at 8.15am     
Sun. Jul. 14th SR 5.25am Set. 9.53pm                 First Quarter on Tue. Jul. 16th at 4.19am      
 

 

 

 

 

Choose Life 2013  

Issue 7 Wednesday 3 July 2013  

This content is for your parishioners, parish newsletters and websites to assist in 

promoting the Church’s position on the sanctity of unborn human life.  

  

Abortion Legislation    

This Abortion Bill will provide the widest possible legal justification for 
deliberately and intentionally destroying the life of the unborn child, with no 

time limits and no mechanism for ensuring that the right to life of the 
unborn is adequately vindicated as required by Article 40.3.3 of the 

Constitution. In practice, the right to life of the unborn child will no longer 
be treated as equal. This Bill represents a legislative and political óTrojan 
Horseô which heralds a much more liberal and aggressive abortion regime 

in Ireland. 

  

Medical evidence does not support the view that abortion is an appropriate 
treatment for expectant mothers with suicidal feelings. Mothers in these 
situations deserve the best professional care and support that can be 

provided. As well as involving the deliberate killing of an unborn child, this 
Bill by promoting abortion risks creating the very symptoms of suicidal 

feelings it claims to address.   

  

Moreover, the Abortion Bill makes it lawful to induce the premature 
delivery of an unborn child in response to the suicidal feelings of a mother, 

foreseeably exposing that child to the risk of serious and permanent 
damage to her or his health. Where a child is perhaps only days away from 
viability, the Bill is silent on whether the child will be killed or delivered with 

serious risk to the health of the child.   

  

Where are the mechanisms to vindicate the Constitutional right to life of 
the child in these circumstances? How can an act which involves serious 
risk to the health of a child be reconciled with the Stateôs duty in Article 
42A of the Constitution to ensure that in all decisions the welfare of the 
child will be óthe paramount considerationô? - Cardinal Seán Brady, 1 July 

2013.  

  

Extract from Prayer for the Child in the Womb   

Lord Jesus, you are the source and lover of life.  

Reawaken in us respect for every human life.  

Help us to see in each other the marvellous work of our Creator.  

http://www.tommylarkins.gaa.ie/


Amen  

  

The full text of the Prayer for the Child in the Womb is available on 
www.chooselife2013.ie  

  

  

  

  

 

Tommy Larkins Gaa Club are pleased to announce that the re-

development of the pitch will commence on the 13
th

 July 2013. This pitch 

has provided the community with many years of  

enjoyment which we hope will continue for any years to come. This re-

development will involve installing a completely new drainage system, 

pitch regrading, re-surfacing and re-seeding of the old pitch, the 

provision of a new training/juvenile area with a sand carpet. There will be 

limited access to the pitch over the next number of months to facilitate 

this. A capital grant of ú75,000, has allowed this project to happen but 

there is still a shortfall. Fundraising initiatives have started and we ask 

you to support the club in whatever way you can. There is a ñBuy a 

Squareò draw with tickets on sale locally at ú20. A scrap metal/clothes 

collection will commence in the next few weeks and a table quiz night in 

your locality. There are facilities on our website to donate/buy tickets. 

Further details are on www.tommylarkins.gaa.ie .We welcome any 

donations to this project and thank you in advance for your continued 

support at all times .We will keep up updated on our progress. 

Yoga at The Engine Room, Portumna, every Tuesday at 7.30pm. Please 

contact Liz on 087-6314581 if you are interested in giving your body the 

treatment it deserves. 

 

 

  

  

www.chooselife2013.ie | Facebook: Choose Life 2013 | Twitter: @chooselife2013 | 

www.catholicbishops.ie  

 

As part of their LifeΩs Journey Series Lough Derg offers a one day 
workshop titled ΨLiving With SuicideΩ on Wednesday 
25th September.  
This day is for adults who have been affected by suicide, either 
through personal loss or with suicidal ideation, 
for those ministering to the suicide bereaved or working in 
support services. For further information contact Maureen 

in the Lough Derg Office, Pettigo, Co Donegal.   Tel: 071 
9861518  or email:  info@loughderg.org 

 

Knock Marriage Introductions has been operating since 1968 as a means of 

helping people find suitable marriage partners. Last year it had eleven 

marriages bringing to a total of 911 since its foundation. We have 

applications from every county in Ireland and some from abroad. For 

further 

information phone 0949375960 Tuesday and Thursday 9-5pm or visit our 

website knockmarriageintroductions.com 
The Board of Management of Killeen N.S. would like to sincerely thank all those 
who supported its recent fundraising Quiz Night in McDonaghôs Pub.   We would 
like to extend a particular word of thanks to all our sponsors and those who 
donated so generously. 
 

Thinking of a way to celebrate this Year of Faith?  Visit Lough Derg 

Traditional Three Day Pilgrimage every day from now until Tuesday 13th August. 

Boats between 11am and 3pm daily.  Public bus service and group organised pilgrimages available. 

For further information contact Maureen in the Lough Derg Office. Tel: 071 9861518  

email: info@loughderg.org  online: www.loughderg.org 
 

 

We are delighted to announce that the Irish Cancer Societies “Stride for Life” Walking Programme 

will be available to the Ballinasloe Cancer Support Centre to be rolled out in the very near future.  

  

Presently there are three members from the centre in training with the Irish Cancer Society and when 

completed the programme will be offered to cancer survivors. Anyone interested in participating in 

this “Stride for Life” Walking Programme lead by trained leaders should give their name to Maura 
(090) 9645574 / (086) 880441. 

  

http://www.chooselife2013.ie/
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The Ballinasloe Cancer Support Centre provides a free and confidential service to persons with a 

cancer diagnosis and their family. Opening hours are Monday 4-6:30p.m. , Wednesday and Friday 
10a.m. to 1 p.m. 

  

The Ballinasloe Cancer Support Centre is affiliated to the Irish Cancer Society and is a member of 

the National Standards Committee 

Climb for the Human Rights of the Unborn Child: Croagh Patrick Co. Mayo: Saturday 22nd June: 

10 am ecumenical service at base: Holy Mass at top. All welcome.  

Pieta House would like thank you sincerely for your support for Darkness 

into Light 2013.  This event which is our flagship fundraising and 

awareness event took place in 20 locations around the country and was a 

resounding success.  

We hope you enjoyed the walk and look forward to seeing you again next 

year. 

  

  

Extract from Prayer for the Child in the Womb   

Help those who make our laws to uphold the uniqueness and sacredness of every human life, from 
the first moment of conception to natural death. Amen 

  

  

  

  

  

Weekly Quotes  

“The Church feels duty -bound to speak out with courage on behalf of those who have no voice.” – 
Archbishop Michael Neary, 2 June 2013. 

  

“Cherishing of mothers and babies is a noble cause. It is not limited to the impact of this or that 

political move. It is a continuing call from the Gospel’s logic of love, the love that is mutual” – 
Bishop Brendan Leahy, 4 May 2013.  

  

Life Website  

See chooselife2013.ie for a video version of the statement ‘A time to uphold the right to life’.  

  

CURA 

To avail of Cura’s crisis pregnancy support service see www.cura.ie or call 1850 622626  

  

QR Code  

Smartphones can scan this QR code for: Prayer for the Child in the Womb. 

  

  

  

www.chooselife2013.ie | Facebook: Choose Life 2013 | Twitter: @chooselife2013 | 
www.catholicbishops.ie 

 

 

Best of luck to all competitors taking part in County 
Community Games Sports in Ballinderreen on Sunday the 2nd 
June 

 
 

 

Prayer Meeting on Wed. Jun. 5th at 8pm in Aras Mhuire, Dominic St. Portumna. 

academic year. 

http://chooselife2013.ie/
http://www.cura.ie/
http://www.chooselife2013.ie/
http://www.catholicbishops.ie/


Extract from Prayer for the Child in the Womb  
Guide the work of doctors, nurses and midwives. May the life of a  

mother and her baby in the womb be equally cherished and 

respected. Amen 

Weekly Quotes  

 

 

Ireland Reaching Out Programme is seek ing local volunteers:   

Ireland`s National Diaspora Programme ñIreland Reaching Outò  www.irelandxo.com, offers 

a free genealogy advisory service to assist in connecting people abroad with their ancestral 

communities in Ireland. This volunteer-led programme assists in not only connecting the 

Irish Diaspora to local areas, it also encourages and supports the efforts of community 

groups to engage in the promotion and preservation of their local heritage.  

While Ireland XO parish volunteers are reaching out around the world, the 

website www.irelandxo.com provides a landing point in Ireland for people abroad who have 

some detail about the origin of their emigrant Irish ancestors. 

We are currently looking for individuals in your area who have an interest in local history& 

heritage, genealogy and their local community, to volunteer with our unique diaspora 

programme.  

For further information please contact Ireland Reaching Out at:  

info@irelandxo.com.   Tel: 00 353 91 842 013 

 

 

St. Brendan’s National School, Derryoober welcomes all new enrolments for school year 2013-

2014. For further information or to make an appointment to meet with the school staff please contact 

the school on 090-9749442 or 086-0483344.  

St. Joseph’s NS, Woodford: Official Opening of New School Hall on Sat. Jun. 8th at 3pm  

St. Joseph’s N.S. Woodford. Open Day for Parents and the new Junior infants on Friday June 14th. It 

will take place from 2.15pm until 3.00pm. Booklist and information booklet will be available on the 

day. All are welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suitable for all kinds of caregivers, professional workers, volunteers, people responding to family, 

friends and co-workers (over 18 years of age) 

Make a difference - Come To ASIST – Learn suicide prevention First Aid. 

In conjunction with HSE West, Portumna & District Lions Club and Mental Health Ireland. 

SOCIAL DANCING ON MONDAY AT 8 TO 10 PM.IN TYNAGH OLD SCHOOL.€10. GREAT 

CRAIC.COME AND TRY.ALSO SOCIAL DANCING FOR KIDS ON WEDNESDAY EVENING 

AT 6.30 7.30PM .€5. 

Please note that there are information leaflets at Church doors re the O’Farrell Gathering in 

Woodford this August. For  more details email ofarrellgathering@hotmail.com  or visit 

www.thegatheringireland.com   
Irish Summer Course ‘Craic le Gaeilge’ in Athenry Vocational School.For 5th, 6th class 1st & 2nd year  Dáta:  

1ú Iúil- 5ú Iúil . – 1st 5th July Am:  9.00 am - 1.00 pm gach lá. Táille/Fee: €60 an duine (per person)/ €100 beirt 
as an gclann céanna.(2 students from the same family)Tuilleadh eolais Liam Mac Donnchadha/ Sorcha Ní 

Fháthaigh/ Noirín Nic Uaitéir (Information): 091-844159 Closing date for application 7th June 2013. 

Lough Derg One Day Retreats - a great way to keep your connection with the Island May:, 18, 19, 20, 21, 25, 
26 & 27 Times: 9.15am until 4.30pm   Price: €40 includes boat fare,refreshments, services & lunchPlaces are 

limited, please book in advance.  Tel: 071 9861518  

email:  info@loughderg.org    on line: www.loughderg.org 

 

 

Langfield to Lough Derg Walk on 1st June 2013 
This 20 mile walk is being organised by Drumquin GAA Club in conjunction with 
The Gathering.   
Walkers will use the old pilgrim route proceeding along the Smugglers Pad from 
Sloughan Glen to the Donegal  border at Scraghey 
and then via Lettercran to St Patrick’s Purgatory, Lough Derg.   Walkers will 
receive a blessing on the shore of the lake.  
By kind invitation of the Prior those wishing to celebrate Mass will be ferried to 
the Island.  Return to Drumquin will be by bus. 
To register (or for information) contact John O’Kane  Tel: (0044) 07743 
760140 www.langfieldtoloughderg.com 
Bookkeeper available in the Woodford area. Contact Anita on 087-9178335 

Galway Bay FM: Those who are finding it difficult to listen to Galway Bay FM should try to tune their radio to 

96.8 (Abbeyknockmoy). The signal may be weaker but the frequency is clearer. The 97.4 frequency (Redmount 

Hill, Eyrecourt) is not clear & is prone to interference from Classic Hits 4FM broadcasting on 97.4 from Bweeng 
Mountain in Co. Cork. Also the transmitter on Redmount Hill, Eyrecourt is on lower power at the moment, 

broadcasting in mono only and without a RDS signal. Turning off your RDS function on your car radio when 

tuned to 96.8 or 97.4  will prevent the radio searching for a stronger signal and prevent Galway Bay FM cutting 

out as you try to listen!  
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Could €40 Save Your Life? 7 People Die In Ireland Every Day From Heart Attack! Are You At 

Risk? 1 in 4 Children aged 10 to 18 are showing early signs of Cardiovascular disease. Now offering 

the cheapest rates in Ireland 

Pulsewave Ireland are offering Bpro medically approved non-invasive heart & artery screenings 

recentlty featured on BBC NEWS in The Lady Gregory Hotel on Monday 13th May, Hotel 

Salthill,Salthill on Tuesday 14th May, Hotel Loughrea & Spa Loughrea on Wednesday 15th May 

and The Corralea Court Hotel Tuam on Thursday 16th May. Affordable & Accurate. Approved by 

cardiologists in 36 countries, FDA & CE MDD approved. Call 087-6995357 for appointments or log 

onto www.pulsewaveireland.net . Prices as follows: Adults €40 ,Couple €60,Medical Card/OAP's 

€30 Child €20. Screenings are carried out by a qualified technichian who will go through your 

results and provide you with a printout which you may discuss with your GP.Mention your parish 

newsletter on day of screening and a donation will be made to parish funds.  

Social Dance Classes will be held at The Community Centre Cappataggle every 
Wednesday. Absolute beginners in Jive, Waltz, Foxtrot, Quickstep and Slosh 

dance with top social dance instructor Niall Doorhy. No partners required all ages 
welcome. Time 8:15pm ï 10:15pm. ú10 per night. Hope to see all there. Call Niall 

on 0873536502 for any required information.  

Register to take part on  www.womensminimarathon.ie  and then get in 

touch with Anam Cara on  info@anamcara.ie  or call 01 4045378 for your 

fundraising pack and Anam Cara T shirt   

Learning difficulties and dyslexia: One-to-one tuition for children and adults with reading and 

spelling difficulties. Classes will be run throughout the summer months. Please contact Breda 

Mahony  on 086 1604461 for further information.  

 

Are you in receipt of Job Seekers Allowance, Job Seekers Benefit or signing for credits for 12 

months or more? If so, you may be eligible for a FREE FETAC Level 5 Major Award in Healthcare 

Support PLUS lots of additional training worth over €2800. This is a new Government training 

initiative called MOMENTUM. Last remaining spaces on offer now for Galway City. For further 

information, please contact Sharon or Padraig in The Carers Association Head Office on 057-
9322920 or by email to momentum@carersireland.com to secure your place" 

MEDJUGORGE IRISH CENTRE MAY PILGRIMAGE  

A few places still available on 13th May Pilgrimage ú575. For full 
details phone 00442882241888 

 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR HOMECARE WORKERS 

The Carers Association are seeking applications from qualified Home Care 

Workers to work in areas throughout Galway.  

  

Do you live in Galway and hold - 

  

A FETAC Level 5 Full Certificate in Homecare Support/Skills (Major Award ï 8 
Modules) 

Certificate in Patient Moving & Handling 

Hold a Full Clean Driving Licence 

Be flexible in relation to time 

Available to work at short notice 

Have excellent communication and interpersonal skills with a high level of 
fluency in English 

Demonstrate a kind, caring and empathic personality 

Garda Vetting 

  

  

Country Market 

Coffee Morning in aid of Western Alzheimers 

In Portumna Town Hall, April 26
th

 , from 9 a.m. – 12 noon, please 

support. 

  

 
     

 

 

Ms Mary Forry - IBD Nurse Specialist 

Dr Jennifer Wilson OôRaghallaigh - Clinical Psychologist 

Grainne Corrigan - Dietician 

Michelle Clarke - Chartered Physiotherapist 

Mr Cian Mahony - Financial Adviser 
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Saturday 27th April  
commencing 12 noon 
Some interesting facts about Easter: Easter can fall between March 22nd and April 25th inclusive. 

Put simply Easter Day falls on the First Sunday after the first full moon after the Spring Equinox. 

For more detail and for how Easter is calculated you may visit www.assa.org.au/edm.htm 

 

 

Updates for Newsletters/ Notice boards/Parish Websites 
  
            
         
  
  
No Jackpot Winner, 

 

Numbers Drawn--- 19,20,22,30, 

 

1 x Match 3 Johnny O Donnell 

 

Next Draw 07/04/12 in Elsie,s 

 

Jackpot----- €2,300 

 

Please note Final night of Progressive 45 on this coming Monday night 09/04/12 in clubhouse at 8-

30 sharp. 

 

Pat Hickey -------- Secretary.  

 

 

This is the fourth in a series of 5 lectures in the 2012 Heritage & History Training series My People, 

My Place, My Heritage run by the Ireland Reaching Out project. Registration fee for all lectures: €10 

(Free to Ireland XO parish volunteers). Tel: (091) 842013 for any further details. 

  
Social Dance Classes held at the community centre Cappataggle. Guest appearance this Wednesday 

the 28th March with the "Galway Fiddler" Linda Welby  

Absolute Beginners in Jive, old time Waltz, Foxtrot, and Quickstep & Slosh dance with Ireland’s 

num 1 Social Dance Teacher Niall Doorhy. Classes run every Wednesday. Time 8pm-10pm  €10 for 
2hrs pay as you go. No partners required all ages welcome. For more information call 0873536502 

Young people are particularly welcome to participate in the 50th International Eucharistic Congress 

Youth Space, which will host the Programme "Go! Be Church", specially prepared for young 

adults between 17 and 25 years of age. Come and participate in this event with workshops, dramas, 

interactive catechesis, concerts, social activities, games, art, fun and much more! Book for the 

Congress online www.iec2012.ie/registration or phone our Booking offices on 01 2981122. Advance 

bookings are open until the 9th of May 2012. After that date all bookings are onsite at the RDS 

during the week of the Congress. Book now! 

Pieta House, Centre for the Prevention of Self-harm or Suicide 
  

DARKNESS INTO LIGHT 5K EVENT 

  
Is on in 14 Venues around Ireland 

  
Saturday 12

th
 May, 2012 starting at 4.00am (early morning) 

  
Sign up for this unique experience 

  

Visit our web site : dil.pieta.ie to find the venue nearest you 
  

or contact Pieta House DIL office at 01 6282111 

  
This event is symbolic of the work of Pieta House, darkness 

into light, despair to hope 
  
  

ou are hereby invited to Féile Raifteirí 2012 in Loughrea & Craughwell, 

next weekend. Highlights below. 

Fri. 30 Mar. 

Bishop John Kirby will celebrate mass in Irish in the Cathedral on Friday 

night at 7pm to kick off Féile Raifteirí 2012. Music will be by Music 

Matters. A session of singing, storytelling, poetry and music will follow in 

the Arch bar. Guests: Gary Hastings, Mícheál Ó Cuaig, Gabriel 

Rosenstock, Nóirín Ní Ghrádaigh, Mícheál Ó Fathaigh. Info: 091-870718. 

Sat. 31 Mar.  

-- Poetry Workshop for adults with Gabriel Rosenstock from 11am to 1pm. 

-- Ceolchoirm na n-Óg for national schools in the hotel from 3 to 5pm. 

-- Loughrea Library will host Breanndán Ó Béaglaíoch & Caoimhín Ó 

Raghallaigh in Ceolchoirm Mhór na Féile, at 8 pm. Dancers Gearóid Ó 

Dubháin and Pádraig Ó Dubháin join them and the Carolan Quartet will 

also play. Info: 091-870718; Tickets: €10 / €8. 

Sun. 1 Apr. 
Celebration of Raifteirí's birthday at his grave in Killeenan Graveyard at 

1pm. There will be music, singing, stories and cakes. All are welcome to 

Raftery's Pub, Craughwell after, about 2pm, for a session with the 

following guests: Verena Commins, Nóirín Ní Ghrádaigh, Muintir Uí 

Fhlannagáin. 

http://www.assa.org.au/edm.htm
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Health Nurses. 
Volunteer for the 50th International Eucharistic Congress ï Closing 
date: 17th March 
Volunteers have an integral role to play in the success of the 50th 
International Eucharistic Congress in Ireland. Volunteers are needed for 
the period of Wednesday 6th June until Tuesday 19th June 2012, for a 
minimum of 5 days. The closing date for volunteer applications is 
Saturday 17th March 2012 as volunteers must complete induction 
training and a Garda vetting process. Volunteer now and get involved! To 
register as a volunteer fill in the online form available 
on www.iec2012.ie/volunteer. 
  
 

 
 

  

Portumna Country market re-opens Friday 3rd February 

  

 

The day begins at 10am and ends at 4pm. The cost of the course is €180 for 6days 

Contact 090 9741689 email angairdin1@gmail.com www.angairdin.ie 

 

Caman Abu Social and Recreational Hurling for adults - introductory and beginners session on Sign 

Out All Weather Pitch next Tuesday 24th at 8pm. No previous experience necessary, all equipment 

provided, all levels of fitness catered for. Come along , have some fun while increasing your fitness 

levels. 

 

Botox/Restylane Anti-Ageing Clinic: with Dr. McConnell at The Beauty Rooms Clonfert Avenue 

Portumna, on Tuesday 7th February by appointment, Free consultation also available on day, call 

Lorraine for booking 087-2848478 

Woodford Gun Club are holding an End of Season competition in Gormans, Gurteeny at 9 o'clock 

on Saturday the 28th. BBQ and spot prizes on the night. All welcome good night assured. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WesoĠych œwiĸt BoŢego Narodzenia i szczłŔliwego Nowego Roku 

2012!  
Priecǭgus ZiemassvǛtkus un laimǭgu Jauno gadu.     LinksmȎ KalǟdȎ ir LaimingȎ NaujȎjȎ 
MetȎ 
Häid Jõule ja Head Uut Aastat                     Froehliche Weihnachten 
         Joyeux Noel!           Vrolijk Kerstfeest en een Gelukkig Nieuwjaar! 

 

 

 

Car Boot Sale: Portumna Town Hall Committee hope to run a number of Car Boot Sales (without 

the car) in the Hall on the run up to Christmas. Scheduled to begin on Sun. Nov. 13th Spaces 

restricted (20 max.) at €10 per unit. Contact Johnny Cowan at 087-2430864 or Jim Hynes on 087-

6411711 for further information. 

Portumna's Town Hall will be the venue for this years Annual Christmas Craft Fair, being held on 

Sunday 27th November. The fair will be open from 12pm - 5pm. There shall be a Tea and Coffee 

area for people to relax after buying all their christmas gifts run by a local community group. Also 

local talent from one of our choirs shall be singing in the afternoon. For anyone wishing to book a 

table at this years fair, contact Lisa on 087-6407966. Tables will be limited, so please book now! 

Irish Writers Centre in Portumna 
On Thursday, November 17th at 7.30pm, Portumna will host a reading as part of the Irish Writers' 

Centre Peregrine Readings. This event will feature the writers Ivy Bannister, Liam Carson and 

Henry McDonald  in the Church of Ireland, Portumna. Admission is €5 and promoted locally by 

Portumna Arts Group and sponsored by the Arts Council.  The theme for this event will be focused 

on Memoir. All welcome. 

 

The East Galway 4 Mile Rd Race takes place in Abbeyknockmoy on Sunday 20th November, 

Registration €15 online at runireland.com and on the day registration up to 1.pm at the hurling 

club €15.  Walkers Joggers and All Runners welcome.   Medals for all finishers.  Juvenile 1Km 

fun Run.....  €5 Registration on the day with Goody bags and medals for all finishers.                             
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What differences can we expect at Mass from Sunday September 11th 2011? From September, 

congregations will begin to pray the new translations of the people’s prayers at Mass. These new 

texts will be on missalettes and on specially produced ‘congregational cards’ and will assist us in 

becoming more familiar with the new text. 

 

 

. 

Fógra 1/Notice 1: 

 Fógra 2/ Notice 2: 

Irish classes & games aimed at primary and secondary students will 

begin soon in Killimor/ Tiernascragh. Tuilleadh eolais ar fáil ó Ruth, 

Gaeilge Locha Riach, ar 091-870718 nó Bríd ar 086-8321678. / More 

information can be gotton from Gaeilge Locha Riach, Ruth on 091-870718 

or Bríd on 086-8321678. 

Due to the fire in the Shannon Oaks Hotel,  

Declan O'Rourke will now perform at St Brigid’s Church on Sat, Sept 24th at 8.30pm. 

Accompanied by cello and violin, the acoustics and setting will provide a concert with a difference. 

Audience is advised to take a cushion.  

The venue for the Delia Murphy Story: “I’ll Live Til I Die” will be the Portumna Retirement 

Village’s Social Centre at 8pm on Fri, Sept 23rd and all Delia Murphy fans will be brought 

nostalgically through word, song and music through the life and voice of one of Ireland’s singing 
icons.  

Opening this year’s Shorelines will be Michael D Higgins. Due to time constraints, the time of the 

opening is also changed to 4pm on Thursday, Sept 22nd. He will officially open Shorelines 2011 

at the refurbished VEC on St Brigid’s Rd. All welcome to attend for music, refreshments and guest 

vocalist, The Key Notess well as the opening of the Festival Art Exhibition and Canvas Exhibition 

“Anything Under The Sun”. See www.shorelinesartsfestival.com for more details on lots more 

events or call 087 2931055 or 087 368 9507. And come out to celebrate the Arts in Portumna. 

Dressmaking evening classes in St. Brigids Vocational School, Loughrea.  Basic dressmaking, 

how to use a sewing machine, alteration solutions, hints and tips given.  

Registration Monday 19th Sept, 2011.  Inquiries to Mary Mulkerins 091-841919 or text your 

name to 0851457864. 

 

Notice I forgot to put into Newsletter. My Apologies.  

****Shragh Hall Panto: Auditions for this years pantomime ‘Cinderella’ will be held on Friday 16th 

September at 7pm at Shragh Hall. Check out Shragh Hall on www.facebook.com for a cast list. 

Willing volunteers also needed backstage please. Contact Louise on 087-9954872 for further details.  

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 -------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

  
  
  
Anam Cara is a national voluntary organisation set up by bereaved 

parents in direct response to the lack of support services for bereaved 

families in the 32 counties.  

Starting from Wednesday 5 th September, there will be a monthly meet or 

event at this venue to give bereaved parents in the Co. Galway area an 

opportunity to meet with each other over a cup or tea or coffee in a 

comfortable setting.  
  
The details for the evening are as follows;  
  
Venue:                  Ballyb ane Enterprise Cente, 

Ballybane,  Galway  (www.bbec.ie  or Tel: 091 386004) 
                              Meeting will take place in the Café area      
Date;                     Wednesday 7 th September 2011  
Start/ Finish Time:  7.30pm   ð 9.30pm  
 If you need any other information about Anam Cara or our support 

services contact us on  info@anamcara.ie   or call 085 288 8 888 or 01 

4045378 

Suicide Awareness Week is on from 
3

rd
 September to 10

th
 September 

2011. This is your chance to help raise 
much needed funds for Pieta House, but 
more importantly, help us raise awareness 
of suicide in our community. See below 
the list of ways you can help. 
  
A Tea Party:   A coffee morning/tea party/wine and cheese party.  
Invite your friends and family to your home where you will serve 
them refreshments, whilst at the same time catch up with some 

http://www.shorelinesartsfestival.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.bbec.ie/
http://mail.google.com/mail/h/8lejxin2zkih/?&v=b&cs=wh&to=info@anamcara.ie


gossip  You will also be creating great awareness of Pieta House 
and itôs services. 

  
Come Dine with me:  Why not invite your friends or family for a 
meal that you have cooked and they can give a donation that 
reflects their gratitude and your culinary skills! 
  
Dress Down Day:  Dress down in the workplace.  Encourage all the 
staff to pick one day where they can come in, dressed up or dressed 
down, and at the same time give a donation and raise awareness for 
Pieta House. 
  
Clothes Swap Evening:  Why not get some of your friends together 
and have a clothes swapping event?  Itôs a great excuse to all get 
together, but even a better excuse to pick up a few fabulous new 
pieces for your wardrobe!   With all the savings you make, you could 
make a donation to Pieta House at the same time. 

The Burren Peaks Walking Festival will take 
place Friday Sept 23

rd 
to Sunday Sept 25

th
, Ballyvaughan, 

Co. Clare.  Groups, Clubs, and Individual Walkers 
welcome.  Choice of 5 Guided Grade A, B & C walks each 
day.  Pre-Booking of walks essential.  Entry fees from ú20, 
closing date for entries 16

th
 Sept.  Nightly 

Entertainment.  For 
more information www.burrenpeakswalkingfestival.com  087 
7779714 - 087 7911700. 
Is the Catholic Church in Ireland alone in introducing this new Missal? 
The Catholic Church in Ireland, along with Churches throughout the English-speaking world, is working 

towards introducing the new edition of the Roman Missal at this time. This new edition is the English 

translation of the Latin Missal that was issued by Pope John Paul II in 2002. Since 2002 the Church in its 

many languages has engaged in the work of translating this Latin text through study, reflection and 

consultation.This work in English- speaking countries is now complete. In Ireland, as in other English-

speaking countries, the new Missal will come into use during autumn 2011. 

 

 

When and why are we getting a new edition of the Roman Missal?  

The new edition of the Missal will come into full use over a period of time between September and 27 November 
2011, the First Sunday of Advent. The new edition is necessary for a number of reasons. Firstly, in the years 

since 1975 when our current Missal was published, a number of additional texts have been made available for 

use in the Mass. These include additional Eucharistic Prayers, some new 
Masses of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Masses for over twenty new Feasts of Saints (for example, St Pius of 

Pietrelcina/Padre Pio, Edith Stein, Maximilian Kolbe).The new material is to be included in the Missal so that it 

can be used in our celebrations. Secondly, in 2001 the Holy See issued new directives for the translation of the 
Latin texts. Translators were asked to make the English text follow more closely the original Latin in its wording 

and structure. They were also asked to strengthen the biblical language and images in the texts and to 

reintroduce some theological vocabulary that may have been lost over the years. 
Across the English-speaking world the new edition of the Roman Missal will therefore contain both new material 

and a new style of translation. 

 
 
 

Secondly, in 2001 the Holy See issued new directives for the translation of the Latin texts. Translators were 

asked to make the English text follow more closely the original Latin in its wording and structure. They 

were also asked to strengthen the biblical language and images in the texts and to reintroduce 

some theological vocabulary that may have been lost over the years. 

Across the English-speaking world the new edition of the Roman Missal will therefore contain 

both new material and a new style of translation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  What is the Roman Missal? The term ‘Missal’ is used to refer to the book that contains all the 

prayers and instructions for the celebration of the Mass. The Missal is first written in Latin and this 

Latin text is then translated into the particular language of the people. In this way, while the Mass 

may be celebrated in many languages across the Roman Catholic world, it is the same core Latin text 

that is being prayed by the Church. We have been using our current Missal since St Patrick’s Day 

1975. It is sometimes referred to as the Missal of Pope Paul VI. Now we have a new edition of that 

Missal. 
Sunday Aug. 21st    SR. 6.24am   Set. 8.50pm              Moon Phase  Last Quarter on Sun. Aug. 21st at 

10.55pm 

Sunday Aug. 28th   SR. 6.36am   Set. 8.33pm                                     New Moon on Mon. Aug. 29th at 4.03am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Newly Opened Loughrea Foot Clinic. Chiropodist/Podiatrist Meadhbh Hedderman, Abbey St. 

Abbey House, Loughrea. Caring & confidential Service. All foot problems treated. Contact 086-

1974976 for appointment 

 

i really appreciate this  

thanks  

yvonne hickey  

On the 17
th

 of AugustThe Carlton Shearwater Hotel are delighted to 

welcome back again this year the 32 contestants for the Rose of Tralee 

http://www.burrenpeakswalkingfestival.com/


and  2 very special ladies from the Share a Dream Foundation. as they 

enjoyed another eventful visit to Ballinasloe on their way to the 

international festival in Tralee  

The 3
rd

 Annual Rose of Tralee Charity evening "A Night of cabaret" in 

conjunction with Ballinasloe Town Hall Committee, Tickets are €20.00 and 

include and Interantional Buffet Dinner.  
Lough Derg  You may begin the traditional Three Day Pilgrimage on any day of the week from now 

until 13th August 2011. Three Day Youth Pilgrimage:- Friday 5th until Sunday 7th August.   A 

reduced rate (on this date only) for youth aged between 16 and 21:  €35.00 (normal pilgrimage fee 

€55) One Day Retreats, Quiet Days, Reflection Day, Family Day Retreat, Father & Son Retreat and 

Life’s Journey Workshops on specific dates from 17th August until 20th September.  Booking 

essential National Lough Derg Day Pilgrim Path 9km Sponsored Walk - Sunday 11th September For 

bookings or further information contact:-The Lough Derg Office, Pettigo, Co Donegal Tel / Fax 071 

9861518 Email: info@loughderg.org   Website www.loughderg.org  
 

Is the Catholic Church in Ireland alone in introducing the New Missal: The Catholic Church in 

Ireland, along with Churches throughout the English Speaking world, is working towards 

introducing the new edition of the Roman Missal at this time. This new edition is the English 

translation of the Latin Missal that was issued by Pope John Paul II in 2002. Since 2002 the Church 

in its many languages has engaged in the work of translating this Latin text through study, 

reflection and consultation. This work in English speaking countries is now complete. In Ireland, as 

in other English speaking countries, the new Missal will come into use during autumn 2011.   

 

Ollie Fahy New York Marathon Fundraising Concert in aid of MS Ireland West in Loughrea Hotel 

and Spa on Sun 31st July from 9pm.Neev Kennedy - Youbloom International Songcontest Winner, 

Tamlin Trad Band and The Ultimate Pogues Tribute act The Bogus Pogues play  this event for such 

a worthy cause. Please support. Tickets €10 from Loughrea Hotel or at the door on the night. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Sunday Jul. 3rd     SR 5.13am   Set 10.02pm      Moon Phase  New Moon on Fri. July 1st  at 9.53am 

Sunday Jul. 10th   SR 5.20am   Set 9.58pm                            First Quarter on Fri. Jul. 8th  at 7.29am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Derryoober National School is now enrolling for September 2011. For application forms or to arrange a visit to 

school, please contact the school at 090 9749442, text 087 2529158 or email derryooberns@yahoo.com  
Irish Language Ciorcal Comhrá (chat group) - for first and second year 

students - running for July and August - Register now with Gaeilge Locha 

Riach: 091-870718 or oifig@lochariach.com 

 

Irish Language Ciorcal Comhrá (chat group) - for first and second year 

students - running for July and August - Register now with Gaeilge Locha 

Riach: 091-870718 or oifig@lochariach.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Jun. 26th   SR 5.09am  Set 10.04pm                              New Moon on Fri. July 1st  at 9.53am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
When 

Sat, 2 July, 11am ï 1pm GMT+01:00 

Where Portumna Workhouse at Outdoors Festival 2011 

Who Å Noelle Lynskey 
 

 

  
 
 

 

 

. Contact: An Gáirdín: 090 9741689 or angairdin1@gmail.com    www.angairdin.com 

mailto:info@loughderg.org
http://www.loughderg.org/
mailto:derryooberns@yahoo.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/485001cr9wv4/?v=b&cs=wh&to=oifig@lochariach.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/485001cr9wv4/?v=b&cs=wh&to=oifig@lochariach.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/19or4roch5ivf/?v=b&cs=wh&to=angairdin1@gmail.com
http://www.angairdin.com/


 

Derryoober National School is now enrolling for September 2011. For application forms or to arrange a visit to 

school, please contact the school at 090 9749442, text 087 2529158 or email derryooberns@yahoo.com.  

 
 

Station Masses for Spring: If you would like to host a Station Mass in Woodford this Spring, please 

contact Fr. Kieran on 090-9749100 at your convenience. Having the opportunity to have Mass in 

your home with your neighbours and family has a long tradition in the parish but can only 

continue with everyone’s help. 

  

By following a few simple basic rules Kieran will show you that it is possible to turn your 

kitchen/garden waster into rich compost/fertiliser.  

If you are having difficulty with composting, this is your opportunity to learn once and for all. A 
very significant activity for the well-being of Earth as well as a money saver.   

Tues, 19th Apr - 8.30pm in the Shannon Oaks Hotel, Portumna 

Please join us to hear the latest on preparations for the “Week of 

Welcomes” (June 26th – July 2nd), view the revamped website as well as 

hear progress reports from a number of parishes from throughout South-

East Galway. Please come early to meet and mingle with other project 

teams.  Refreshments will be served before and after the event. This is an 

ideal opportunity to introduce new parish team members to the project. 

Looking forward to seeing you there! Further details from 

info@irelandxo.org or (091) 842013.  

 
Pentecost Vigil Healing for a new Evangelisation  Sat 11 June, 2011 9p.m. - 1.00 a.m. Holy Mass at 

12 midnight. Vigil led by members of Youth 2000 – Galway  Monaghan Charismatic Prayer Group 

Irish School of Evangelisation – Dublin Celebrant: Fr Gabriel Kelly - Enniskillen 

 

Anam Cara is a national voluntary support group set up by bereaved 

parents who provide support, understanding and a forum for families who 

have experienced the death of a child, regardless of age or circumstance 

of death.  
  
On Thursday 24 th  March Anam Cara will be facilitating a Bereavement Talk 

at the Ballybane Enterprise Centre in Galway as part of their series of 

Bereavement talks for Parents living in the  Galway  area.  
  

The event is open t o all bereaved parents. Anam Cara doesnõt identify 

itself by the age of the child, how they died, or when they died. It may 

have been a cot death or a still birth, suicide, road traffic accident, drug 

related deaths or serious illness.   Anam Cara identifie s itself as a group set 

up by and for parents who have lost a precious son or daughter, trying to 

find their way through the grief and pain.  
Venue:                           Ballybane Enterprise Centre, Ballybane Galway        
Date;                             Thursday 24 th March 2011  
Start/Finish Time:            7.30pm   ð 9.30pm  
Cost:                             All Anam Cara services are offered at no charge to 

our parents  
Date:    Thursday 31 st March 2011  
Venue: The Midway Maldron Hotel, Portlaoise Bypass,  Co. Laois.  
Time:    7.30pm ð 9.30pm       
Cost:    All Anam Cara services are offered free of charge to our parents  

ree Training for Employees available through the Skills for Work 

Programme. The programme provides a variety of courses which can lead 

to qualifications up to Level 3 on the National Qualifications Framework. 

These are Essential Skills, Work Related Skills and Basic Communications 

Skills and IT Skills. A SFW programme can include a variety of subjects 

which support the educational needs of the employee. The programme is 

offered on company premises where possible, the local VEC Adult 

Education Centre, or an alternative convenient location. The SFW 

programme is designed and delivered in a flexible and adaptable way to 

meet the needs of the employer and employee. 

For more details contact:  

Máirtín Ó Móráin, Tel: 0871360694 E-Mail: 

mairtinomorain@mayovec.com 

Ms. Sheila Donnellan Tel: 091847850 
 
 

Evening Dancing in Woodford Youth Club Hall on Sunday March 27th from 5-8pm.  Music by 

CLASS ACT - admission 6 Euro - All Welcome. 

 

Headstone for Kathleen Tynan: Donations for a Headstone for Kathleen Tynan formally Barrack 

Lane Portumna are being gratefully received in xxxxx, Portumnma. Kathleen Tynan Headstone.  

 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Wednesday 8th December, is a Holyday of Obligation.  

Mass Times in the Cathedral: Vigil Mass, Tues. 8p.m., Wed. 11a.m. & 8p.m.  

Mass Times in the Abbey: Wed. 9a.m., 11a.m. & 6p.m.  

mailto:derryooberns@yahoo.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/1tvjtchp5uv93/?v=b&cs=wh&to=info@irelandxo.org
http://mail.google.com/mail/h/18gzqlrkx3vdt/?v=b&cs=wh&to=mairtinomorain@mayovec.com


Remembering Others At Christmas: Trocaire's ethical gifts, offer Christians a practical way of 

remembering the world's poor amidst the Christmas celebrations. To purchase a Trocaire Global Gift 

this Christmas www.Trocaire.org/globalgift or call 1850 408 408. 

Medjugorje Trip for Teachers, their families and friends. July 23rd to 30th. Special reduced rate for 

adults and youths. Please phone Detta at 086-8197111 for info. 

 

The Priests’ New Christmas Album “Noel” is available from Mon. 6th Dec.and is available from 

supermarkets, record shops and online from www.amazon.co.uk and the single of “Little Drummer 

Boy” with Shane McGowan will be released on Sun. 12th December. 

Collecting your Rainwater with Muriel Hayden & Michael OõRourke Monday 21st 
March 7pm ð 9pm  

Muriel will demonstrate how she has devised her own inexpensive method 

of saving rainwater for her small business. Michael has been equally 

creative in saving rainwater from his tunnel and from other sources. Given 

the present phenomenon of water shortage and upcoming water rates, this 

is a timely workshop. All are welcome.    

Cost: €15 Contact: An Gáirdín: 090 9741689 or angairdin1@gmail.com    

www.angairdin.com 

  

Cardio Cookery with Lynda McFarland Thurs 24th March 7pm-9pm. 
Cardio Cookery – Lynda will demonstrate healthy cookery and nutrition 

aimed at lowering LDL Cholesterol and balancing Blood Pressure naturally 

through diet and lifestyle.  

Cost: €20,includes demo and sampling. Contact: An Gáirdín: 090 

9741689 or angairdin1@gmail.com    www.angairdin.com 

  
 

  

The Michaellian Ensemble will present ‘The Passion and Glory of the Risen Christ’ by Jack 

Schrader in St Michael's Church Ballinasloe on Passion Sunday 2011. This presentation will the the 

First time performed in Ireland and the music is classical modern and with exacting harmonies. It is 

not a requirement that member read music but must be able to sing in tune.The first Practice will 

take place in Gullanes Hotel Ballinasloe on Tuesday 12th October ( 8.15 for 8.30) and all are  

welcome especially Basses. Learning CD's and a full Score will be supplied. The Presentation will 

be an appropriate Lentan practice for Holy Week and will be accompanied by an orchestra.. 

SE Galway IRD: A number of places are available on the ‘Start Your Own Business Course’ which 

is being held in Portumna, in conjunction with Galway County Enterprise Board.  The Course will 

take place two evenings per week over five weeks. The Course covers topics such as raising finance, 

grant aid, developing your business idea, marketing, health & safety, taxation & accounts. It is a 

very practical, down to earth course and there is no exam. This course is free of charge. Contact SE 

Galway IRD for further details on 090-9741867 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Volunteer Day -A Day in the Woods  
Friday 1st October 10am-4pm 

  
At An Gáirdín we are dedicated to tree planting and over the past few years we have planted 

approximately 3 acres of trees. During the early years trees need care and attention, so on National 

Volunteer Day we invite you to come and help. Please contact us beforehand either directly at An 

Gáirdín on 090 9741689 or angairdin1@gmail.com or through the Galway Volunteer Centre on 091-

539930 or info@volunteergalway.ie 

  
  
  

  

On National Tree Day you can come and learn about Native Hedgerows, their benefits and why we 

are encouraged to plant them. We will be planting a native hedgerow on the day. Please contact An 

Gáirdín on 090 9741689 or angairdin1@gmail.com 

  

  
This is Lynda’s first class this term. She will teach how to prepare quick, nutritious brain enhancing 

foods. The class is open to all and college students may also be interested. Includes recipes, demos 

and tastings.  

Please contact An Gáirdín to book on 090 9741689 or angairdin1@gmail.com  

  

  

Learn how to have fresh, organic fruit for most of the year. Dolores will cover top and soft fruit 

varieties, planting, feeding, spacing, pruning and diseases. 

Please contact An Gáirdín to book on 090 9741689 or angairdin1@gmail.com  

  

 

 

Two vacancies under the Fás Scheme are available at Portumna Social Services Day Centre. 

Details available on Fás Website. Anyone eligible /interested should apply via The Fás Website. 

Interested in Volunteering? If so, Na Calaí CDP in Portumna are looking for volunteers in the 

following programmes:  Study Buddies After Schools Programme  Age Action “Getting Started” 

Computer Classes Induction training is available for both programmes. Morning, afternoon and 

evening slots are available. If you are interested please contact Frances or Mary on 090 9741887 or 

 090 9759946 or call in to us at the office at Abbey Street, Portumna, Co. Galway. 

Irish Red Cross Juniors(any one aged over 12 and under 18) are starting First Aid training  on 

Tuesday 14th Sept. in the Heritage Centre Woodford.  All are welcome. For more information 

contact Bridget on  087 151 3321 

 

St. Brendan’s National School, Derryoober: Sports & Family Day takes place on Sunday October 

10th at Derryoober National School. All are welcome. Full details will follow in next weeks 

newsletter.  Irish Dance Classes by World Champion Stephanie Power TCRG with An Coimisiun. 

Classes commence on Fri. Sept. 10th at 5.30pm Derryoober National School. For further enquiries 

please contact the Principal Padraig Lohan at 087-2529158 or Stephanie Power at 087-7536332.  

Portumna Shorelines Arts Festival Don't miss the 3rd annual Portumna Shorelines Arts Festival 

from 16th – 19th September. Highlights include a great line up of nightly entertainment and a bumper 

programme of events to keep all the family entertained, including the annual arts exhibition, dance, 

theatre, music, poetry, film, storytelling and performance. For information on participating or 

http://www.trocaire.org/globalgift
http://www.amazon.co.uk/
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/qb46hxbc5606/?v=b&cs=wh&to=angairdin1@gmail.com
http://www.angairdin.com/
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/qb46hxbc5606/?v=b&cs=wh&to=angairdin1@gmail.com
http://www.angairdin.com/
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/1cga2sbrj5xq8/?v=b&cs=wh&to=angairdin1@gmail.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/1cga2sbrj5xq8/?v=b&cs=wh&to=info@volunteergalway.ie
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/1cga2sbrj5xq8/?v=b&cs=wh&to=angairdin1@gmail.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/1cga2sbrj5xq8/?v=b&cs=wh&to=angairdin1@gmail.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/1cga2sbrj5xq8/?v=b&cs=wh&to=angairdin1@gmail.com


helping, contact Noelle Lynskey: 087 2931055 or Mark Conroy: 087 3689507. Full programme on 

www.ShorelinesArtsFestival.com. 

Introduction to Renewable Energy: The Job Club, Ballinasloe will run this Programme from Mid 

September. Places are limited. To register and for further details please contact The Jobs Club on 

090-9643057.  

Woodford Gun Club Have pheasants to release?  Any who want to release some in their area can 

contact Sean Starr  086-3462959)  or Gerry Daniels  086-8278888 . 
The Fraughen school of Irish dancing is open again for classes at Woodford Youth Club on Wed. evenings at 5 
45pm as usual, looking forward to meeting current pupils, new pupils also welcome. Don't forget to tune in to 

TG4’s talent show on Oct 17th and 24th, to watch the senior members of the class. Enquiries to Mary Fraughen 

at 091 841438 and 087 9597560 
Aerobics, Fitball and Boxercise. Suitable for all fitness levels. Fully qualified instructor. Woodford Hall, starting 

soon, for more information contact Des on 085 8307474 

Woodford Parent and Toddler Group have re opened. Group meets every Thurs. morning from 10 am to 12 
noon in Youth Club Hall. Anyone with small children or caring for small children is welcome to call in for chat, 

cuppa and lots of fun!!' If you know anyone 'new' to the area please tell them about the Parent & Toddler group 

or take them along to the hall. 

 Introduction to Renewable Energy: The Job Club, Ballinasloe will run this Programme from Mid September. 

Places are limited. To register and for further details please contact The Jobs Club on 090 9643057.  

 Part-time Courses: Computers for Absolute Beginners & Improvers. Also Free Start your own business Course 
starting soon. Contact SE Galway IRD, Portumna on 090-9741867 for details.  

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   
Sunday Sept. 19th SR 7.14am  Set 7.40pm         Moon Phase  Full Moon on Thur. Sept. 23rd at 10.18am    
Sunday Sept. 26th SR 7.26am  Set 7.23pm                               Last Quarter on Fri. Oct. 1st at 4.53am  
 

 

 

 

 

 

RIP: The death has occurred of Patricia 
(Patsie) O'BYRNE, (née Curry) of Wilkinstown, Navan, 
Meath  

Formerly of Belgard Heights, Inchicore. 

 

The death has occurred of Margaret (Peggy) MALONE 
of Furnace, Whitegate, Clare 

The death has occurred of Kathleen GORMLEY, (née 
Brady) of Loughatorick, Moyglass, Loughrea, Galway 

 

 

An Gáirdín Wholefood Cookery-Medicinal Foods- Let food be thy 

medicine! 

Local Bus to Galway on first and third Saturday of the month from the 

Woodford and Ballinakill areas. Departs Looscaun Church at 10.20am, 

Walsh’s Bar Woodford at 10.30am. Will stop en route. Departs Galway at 

5pm Travel Pass accepted. Return Fares €7. Under 18’s €3.50. To book 

telephone IRD Portumna on 090-9741867.           
 

Saturday 26th June 10am-2pm  

  

Lynda will present a workshop on medicinal foods and will cover foods that aid digestion, help 

lower blood pressure and cholesterol, balance hormones and boost energy levels. Demo, sampling, 

full lunch and recipes to try at home. 

  

Cost: €40 

  

Contact An Gairdin: 090 9741689 or angairdin1@gmail.com 

www.angairdin.com   

All Ireland Digital Address Codes are available on www.myloc8ion.com. Further details available 

on the website. Unique codes for all Irish addresses are available. Sat Navs with these digital address 

codes in their memory can be used to find any address in Ireland. For example the code for Parochial 

House in Looscaun is L94-68-2EF. These Codes are more detailed than postcodes used in many 

countries.  

 

 

To ensure this tradition continues I make a special appeal. There is some uncertainty about whose 

turn it is to host a Station . I am looking for volunteers in Woodford as in Looscaun last Autumn 

to host a Station Mass in their home so that a rota can be drawn of those wishing to host a station 

can be drawn up . Station Masses may be hosted for you & your area in St. John the Baptist 

Church, Woodford if you so wish. Please contact me also if you have further questions about 

Station Masses or indeed any question or comment regarding Church or parish. The door is 

always open and any comments questions etc. most welcome 

 

 

St. Brendan’s NS Derryoober is looking for unwanted Clobber (Clothes, Shoes, Hats, Bags, Belts, 

Bed linen  & Curtains). Bags are available at the school & we will accept black bin bags. 

mailto:angairdin1@gmail.com
http://www.angairdin.com/
http://www.myloc8ion.com/


Collection Point is Derryoober NS (the container), Collection times Mon.-Fri. (9am-10am) & 

(3pm-4pm) Sat. (12.30pm-1.30pm). If these times do not suit please contact Rory on 087-6642285 

to organise collection. We are also collecting old MOBILE PHONES in any condition. Collection 

Boxes will be at the School, Gurteeny Post Office,  Cannings Bar, Gurteeny & Tuohy’s Shop, 

Coose. Phones can also be collected by contacting Michelle 086-8513777 & Marina 087-6915041. 

Your support with these collections would be greatly appreciated.  

 

Pope Benedictôs Request: Pope Benedict has asked that we 

pray particularly for priests during this year (June 2009 -

June 2010). In response to this request, there  will be an 

hours prayer each week in our parish for priests. From 

September to January it will take place on Tuesday evenings 

in St. John the Baptist Church, Woodford from 8pm to 9pm. 

(please note later time this week)  It will begin with Mass 

followed by  quiet time for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament and end with the Rosary and a special 

prayer for priests. All are welcome and your presence at 

this special hour of prayer for our priests will be greatly 

appreciated.  

St. Joseph’s N.S. Woodford are collecting old and 

unused mobile phones for the Jack and Jill foundation.  

Please donate any phones you do not need.  If 300 

phones are collected the school will receive a free 

interactive whiteboard. 
BEGIN THE NEW YEAR TAKE TIME OUT FOR  YOU!  WOMEN’S WORKSHOP TUES 

MORNS 12TH JAN TO 2ND FEB 2010 10.00AM-11.30AM @ AN GAIRDIN 

ORGANIC/ECOLOGY CENTRE ST. BRIGIDS RD PORTUMNA GALWAY BOOKINGS NOW 

BEING TAKEN: BRIGID 086 3608365. COST: €65.00 FOR THE 4 WORKSHOPS. 

CHRISTMAS FM: RADIO STATION PLAYING NON STOP CHRISTMAS MUSIC. RAISING 

MONEY FOR DUBLIN & CORK SIMON COMMUNITIES. BROADCASTING ON 100.3FM 

IN DUBLIN, 106.7FM IN CORK AND AVAILABLE ONLINE ON WWW.CHRISTMASFM.IE  

 

An Experience Not to Be Missed!!" 

"The Combined Parishes of East Clare with Scariff Community College 

will be staging the most spectacular rock musical of all time this December 

9th to 13th in Community College Hall, Scariff. This is the greatest story 

ever told and follows Jesus and His apostles from their arrival in Jerusalem. 

Told through Judas' eyes, audiences will be moved by the struggles Jesus 

faces from his enemies and, ultimately, even from some of His followers. It 

is an inspirational tale, through song, of friendships, miracles, love and 

betrayals. 

Tickets are €10 for Wednesday and €15 for Thursday 

to Sunday and are available from Rodger's Centra and 

Treacy's Service Station, Scariff. Doors open at 7.15 

pm. Curtain at 8.00 pm sharp." 
 

St. Brendanôs NS Derryoober is looking for unwanted 

Clobber (Clothes, Shoes, Hats, Bags, Belts, Bed linen  & 

Curtains). Bags are available at the school & we will 

accept black bin bags. Collection Point is Derryoober NS 

(the container), Collection times Mon. - Fri. (9am - 10am) & 

(3pm- 4pm) Sat. (12.30pm - 1.30pm). If these times do not 

suit please contact Rory on 087 - 6642285 to organise 

collection. We are also collecting old MOBILE PHONES in 

any condition. Collection Boxes will be at the School, 

Gurteeny Post Office,  Cannings Bar, Gurte eny & Tuohyôs 

Shop, Coose. Phones can also be collected by contacting 

Michelle 086 - 8513777 & Marina 087 - 6915041. Your support 

with these collections would be greatly appreciated.  

 
 

 

 

metres or two pitches 30 metres by 40 metres are now 

taking bookings. Mo re information on 087-9073696.  

    

Denis better known Dinny Leahy, Derrygoolin, Whitegate. 

Reposing at Saint Joseph's Funeral Home Whitegate on Saturday evening from 5 o'clock with 
removal at 6.30 to Saint John the Baptist Church Woodford. 

Funeral mass on Sunday at 11 o'clock with burial immediately afterwards in adjoining cemetery. 

Loughrea Family Resourse Centre Welfare Rights Information Service resumed on Fri. Sept. 

18th. This is a free & confidential service provided by Galway People’s Resourse Centre. If you 

have any queries about benefits, rights entitlements, pensions etc. drop in to Loughrea Family 

Resource Centre, Westbridge on Fridays from 11am to 1pm No appointment necessary. 

 

 

An Gairdin, Portumna: Gardening with Biodiversity in Mind  with Kay Synott of Living 

Gardens  



 Wednesday 18th November  10.30am - 3.30pm 

As you grow your vegetables and flowers learn how your gardening can be made easier, more 

successful and more interesting by encouraging natural flora and fauna. Gardens are important 

havens and habitats for natural life, especially at a time when there is serious loss of species and 

habitats.  Enhance your garden by increasing its biodiversity. 

Cost E20  Sponsored by Galway Rural Development Ltd.  

Contact An Gairdin 090 9741689  Gairdin1@gmail.com 

 

 

Station Masses for Spring: Station Masses for Spring:  Having the opportunity to have Mass in 

your home with your neighbours and family has a long tradition in the parish but can only 

continue with everyone’s help. To ensure this tradition continues I make a special appeal. There 

is some uncertainty about whose turn it is to host a Station . I am looking for volunteers in 

Woodford as in Looscaun last Autumn to host a Station Mass in their home so that a rota can be 

drawn of those wishing to host a station can be drawn up. Station Masses may be hosted for you 

& your area in St. John the Baptist Church, Woodford if you so wish. Please contact me also if 

you have further questions about Station Masses or indeed any question or comment regarding 
Church or parish. The door is always open and any comments questions etc. most welcome 

  

Registration: 9.30  

Venue: East Clare Heritage Centre, St Cronan’s 10th Century Church, Tuamgraney. 

                                                                                                                     

  

 

Sign Out’ Youth Cafe, St Brigids Rd, Portumna (located to the rear of the old VEC) is open to all 

15 to 18 year olds as a drop in facility every Friday evening from 7pm to 9.30pm. Sign Out is a 

friendly space for the young people in our community to meet up, play pool, table tennis, soccer on 

the all weather pitch, while socialising amongst their own age group. If you are between the age of 

15 and 18 years why not drop in any Friday evening. Enquiries to 086 2051346, email 

youthsignout@gmail.com or log onto www.signout.ie 

Sign Out Readers Group (13 to 18 year old) meet on the first Monday of every Month, in Sign Out 

Youth Cafe. The book chosen for April is Stormbreaker. Next meeting on the 6th April at 7pm 

Sign Out All Weather Pitch has extended it opening hours and is now open 7 days a week. 

Available to groups, individuals, birthday parties etc. Enquiries to 086 2051346 

   

  

 

 
Wesołych Świąt Bożego Narodzenia i szczęśliwego Nowego Roku 2009! 

Priecīgus Ziemassvētkus un laimīgu Jauno gadu.     Linksmų Kalėdų ir Laimingų Naujųjų Metų 

Häid Jõule ja Head Uut Aastat                     Froehliche Weihnachten 

         Joyeux Noel!           Vrolijk Kerstfeest en een Gelukkig Nieuwjaar! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday Dec. 28th    SR 8.47am   Set 4.23pm             Moon Phase:  First Quarter on Sun.  Jan. 4th  at  

Sunday Jan 4th     SR 8.47am      Set 4.31pm                                                                           11.56am 

 

 

Annual Mummers Festival takes place in New Inn Leisure Centre on Sat. night 3rd  Jan. 2009 at 

7.30pm for Senior Groups and on Sun. Night 4th  Jan. at 2.30pm for Junior Groups. A Great Festival 

of traditional entertainment is guaranteed in a comfortable and well  heated venue.  

 

Derryoober National School Annual Christmas Concert takes place on Mon. Dec. 22nd The 

children will be performing ‘It’s a Baby’ and ‘It’s a Cracker’  Curtain up at 10am. Santa Claus will 

also be paying a visit to the school. His sleigh is landing at 11.15am and he hopes to be in the school 

shortly after. He is bringing gifts for all the children in Derryoober N.S. He has gifts for all the new 

children who will be coming to the School next year. He hopes to see everyone there.  

Local Bus to Athlone on First Friday of every month  departs  Fri. 2
nd

 January Portumna 

Square 10.30am. Will stop en route. Departs Athlone 4.30pm. Also door to door service 

from Woodford area every Thursday to Loughrea. Travel Pass accepted. Return fares €5 

under 18 €3 and under 5’s free. To book Tel. IRD on 090-9741867. 

New Adventures Playschool Bawnmore. Now taking bookings for 2009. Catering for Age 

2 and a half to 4 years. Limited numbers.  Registered with Galway Childcare and Western 

Health Board. (H.S.E West)  Phone Gerardine on 090-9749252.   
Church Envelope Boxes: The Envelopes for next year 2009 are almost ready for distribution. If your 

name is not on the Parish list and you wish to receive a box please contact Fr. Kieran O’Rourke or a 

Pastoral Council member with your name and address.  If you have envelopes over from this year 

they will be gratefully received. Many Thanks to all who have supported the various Church 

Collections so well over the years.  

 

Sunday Dec. 14th    Sunrise 8.40am        Sunset 4.16pm 

Sunday Dec. 21st    Sunrise 8.45am         Sunset 4.18pm 

Sunday Dec. 28th    Sunrise 8.47am         Sunset 4.23pm 

Moon Phase:  Last Quarter on Fri. Dec. 19th  at 10.30am 

 

 

Woodford/Looscaun Parish Newsletter 

 
                 Fr. Kieran O’Rourke  T. 090 9749100     M. 089 4114441     

                                                                                                                                    

Fourth Sunday of Advent.  December 23
rd

    2007   
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                St John the Baptist Church, Woodford 
 

Masses for Christmas: Mon. 9pm & Tue. 11am 
Masses this Week :  Wed. 7pm. Fri. 7.30pm  Sun. 11am                                         

Anniversary Masses: 
Sunday Dec 23

rd
   11am Margaret & Desmond McCluskey.  

Monday Dec 24
th

   9pm (Christmas Eve)  Molly Lyons , Rockhill 

Tuesday Dec 25
th

  11am (Christmas Day) Sean O’Dowd. Woodford  (20
th

 Anv.) 

Wednesday Dec. 26
th

  7pm (St. Stephen’s Day) Special Intention. 

Friday Dec. 28
th

  7.30pm  William Hickey & Deceased Family Members, Rockhill (6 Anv) 

Sunday Dec. 30
th

  11am Tom & Josephine Tuohy, Coose. (Anv) 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

          (Christmas Eve) Mon. 24
th

  Cecelia Cox Elizabeth Keon Geraldine Lyons  

          (Christmas Day) Tue. 25
th

   Justin O’Byrne Marie Moroney Martha Hickey. 

            Sunday Dec. 30
th

          Mary Page  Michael Conway  Pádraig Loughrey.  

Altar Society:     Peggy Fahy & Mae Mullin.  

Readers  for Church:   

       Mon. 24
th

 (Christmas Eve) Maureen Conway Tue. 25
th

  (Christmas Day) Ollie Conroy. 

                                    Sun. 30
th

  Maura Cooney 

Altar Servers: (D)    Cathal O’Byrne Cory Bond Jason Forde Cian Noonan.. 

  

                      St. Brendan’s Church, Looscaun 
Mass for Christmas: Mon 7pm  & Tue. 10am 
Masses this Week : Thur.10am   Sat. 10am & 8pm.  

Anniversary Masses:  
Saturday Dec 22

nd
   8pm Pat & Mary Coughlan, Clonmoylan.  

Monday Dec 24
th

    7pm (Christmas Eve) Joe Slattery, Clonmoylan  (Anv)   

Tuesday Dec 25
th

   10am (Christmas Day) Mass for People of the Parish.  

Saturday Dec. 29
th

  8pm James & Baby Mulvihill, Cloonoon. 

Tuesday  Jan. 1
st
 (New Years Day) 11am Eileen Dermody, Rostullis. (1

st
 Anv)  

 

Eucharistic Ministers:   

        (Christmas Eve) Mon. 24
th

 .  Nora Flaherty Kathleen Brogan  Nancy Page.  

        (Christmas Day) Tue. 25
th
     Lily Forde   Loretto O’Grady  Carmel D’Arcy 

          Saturday Dec. 29
th

                Mary Page  Eamonn Whelan  Lily Sullivan.  

Altar Society:  Mary Frances Flanagan, Patricia Hooban & Cissie Lyons. .  

Reader for Church:        

 Mon. 24
th

 (Christmas Eve) Claire Goonan. Tue. 25
th

 Dec (Christmas Day) Michael Walsh. 

                                                    Sat. 29
th

 Caoimhe Mullin 

Altar Servers (E)      Eimear Brogan  Emma Page  Lisa Donoghue  
 

 

Reconciliation Service: The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated at 8pm on 

Tuesday December 18
th

 at 8pm in St. Brendan’s Church Looscaun,.  This is an opportune 

time to avail of the Sacrament as we prepare for Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY FOR LIFE – THE DAY IN THE CHURCH’S YEAR DEDICATED TO 

CELEBRATING THE SACREDNESS OF LIFE – WILL FOCUS THIS YEAR ON THE 

THEME OF MENTAL HEALTH. IT WILL HELP RAISE AWARENESS OF THE 

NEEDS OF THOSE AFFECTED BY MENTAL ILL-HEALTH, THEIR FRIENDS, 

THEIR FAMILY AND THEIR CARERS, AND THE SUPPORT THAT THE PARISH 

COMMUNITY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CAN BRING. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Anger Issues? Uncontrolled anger can cost you your marriage, your job, relationships, 

health and respect. If anger is starting to rule your life, contact Peter Devers at the Irish 

Association of Anger management on 094-9037677 or 086-7989253 or visit the website  

National Tree Week 2
nd

 –8
th

 March: National Tree Week focuses our attention on trees, 

encouraging us to appreciate their beauty and to cherish their importance for the 

health of the Planet. This may be the week for you to plant a tree or trees. An 

Gáirdín is marking the week by holding a Workshop on Natural Fencing, using 

Hazel and Willow on Thursday Mar. 6
th
 from 10am to 4.30pm. The course will 

appeal to you if you want Natural Fencing using local materials and traditional 

skills. For more information contact 090-9741689 
Bond Educational Services (BES) offers expert advice and guidance on all aspects of 

Education for students and parents – Transition from Primary to Secondary School, 

Subject choices, Study Skills, Motivation, How to achieve better results, Exam techniques, 

Interview Preparation, College Courses. For further details contact Michael Bond on 091-

841544 or 086-2320113 or visit www.bondeducational.com   

 

Assessment of Housing Need: Are you in need of housing? If yes, you should 

submit a housing application form to Galway County Council by Mon. 25
th
 

February 2008. If you need assistance, contact the IRD on 090-9741867.  

Art and Craft Exhibitation: A display of Art & Craftwork will take place at St. 

Dympna’s A.D.S. Satellite Unit, Patrick St. Portumna (beside Ger O’Toole’s 

Auctioneers) on Tuesday February 26
th
 between 7 – 9pm.  All welcome.  All 

proceeds of this exhibition/sale will be used to purchase materials for the coming 

year.  Refreshments will be served. 

Woodford Branch of Irish Red Cross will recommence First Aid classes on 

Monday 26
th
 Feb in the Woodford Heritage Centre. Cadets from 7 – 8pm. Adults 

from 8 – 9.15 pm. New members welcome. 

Variety show in the Town Hall, Portumna on Fri. Feb. 29
th
 at 8pm. Organized by 

Na Calaí Youth Development and Portumna Arts Group. Admission €8/€10 

Tickets at the door. 

RIP: Eileen Brereton, Knocka, Drom, Templemore mother of Patsy Hanbury, 

Derryvonlan (Powers Cross)  Reposing at Grey's Funeral Home, Templemore on 

Saturday evening from 6pm. Removal to St. Mary's Church, Drom at 8pm, to arrive 

at 8.30pm. Requiem Mass on Sunday at 2.30pm. Interment in the adjoining cemetery 

afterwards. 

Walter Hickey, Kilconnell formally Loughatorick who died last Sunday. 

 

The Donoghue Family, Tynagh would like to thank everyone who supported the 

Jeremiah Donoghue fundraiser in the Shannon Oaks, Portumna on Friday 8
th
 

February. The family are overwhelmed by everyone’s generosity. A great night 

was had by all.  

First Friday: 

Baptisms prog 

Euch Minisrert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Computer Training Course: Are you interested in learning about Computers and 

office skills in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere? Training and childcare 

allowances are available. Contact South East Galway IRD, FAS Local Training 

Initiative. Further details on 090-9759092. 

An Gairdin: Organic Horticulture/Gardening Courses: The Organic Gardening 

courses at An Gairdin are beginning on the first week of February. The course 

consists of one day each month for 7 months. It is a practical course and covers all 

aspects of Organic Growing. For more information contact An Gairdin at 090-

9741689. 

Unislim Classes are taking place in the Temperance hall, Loughrea every 

Tuesday evening from 6pm to 7pm and also from 7pm to 8pm. all are welcome. 

For more information please contact Marian on 087-6199103.  
Computer Training: If you are interested in receiving computer training, gaining FETAC and 

ECDL qualifications and being paid to do so, please contact the Woodford Heritage Centre at 090 - 

9749309 for further details.  Training is provided for all levels with both childcare and training 

allowances available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WesoĠych œwiĸt BoŢego Narodzenia i szczłŔliwego Nowego 

Roku 2008!  
 PriecŦgus ZiemassvŐtkus un laimŦgu Jauno gadu. 

LinksmǊ KalƛdǊ ir LaimingǊ NaujǊjǊ MetǊ 

Häid Jõule ja Head Uut Aastat  

http://www.bondeducational.com/


Froehliche Weihnachten 

         Joyeux Noel!              Vrolijk Kerstfeest en een Gelukkig Nieuwjaar! 
           

 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Gospel  Matthew 11:2-11.  When John the Baptist heard in prison of the 

works of the Christ, he sent his disciples to Jesus with this question, “Are you the one who 

is to come, or should we look for another?” Jesus said to them in reply, “Go and tell John 

what you hear and see: the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed,  

the deaf hear ,the dead are raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them 

.And blessed is the one who takes no offence at me.” 

As they were going off, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John, “What did you go 

out to the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? Then what did you go out to see? 

Someone dressed in fine clothing? Those who wear fine clothing are in royal palaces 

.Then why did you go out? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This 

is the one about whom it is written: Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; he 

will prepare your way before you. Amen, I say to you, among those born of women  there 

has been none greater than John the Baptist;  

yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

 

‘He who has not Christmas in his heart will never find it under a tree’.  ~Roy L. Smith 

 

Gospel 
Mt 1:18 - 24 

 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ cam e about.  

When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,  

but before they lived together,  

she was found with child through the Holy Spirit.  

Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man,  

yet unwilling to expose her to shame,  

decided to divorce her quiet ly.  

Such was his intention when, behold,  

the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,  

ñJoseph, son of David,  

 

do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home.  

For it is through the Holy Spirit  

that this child has been conceived in h er.  

She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus,  

because he will save his people from their sins.ò 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 

through the prophet:  

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  

and they shall name him E mmanuel,  

which means ñGod is with us.ò 

When Joseph awoke,  

he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him  

and took his wife into his home.  

  

 

Getting Married in Church :New Requirements for Civil Registration: came into effect 

on  Mon. 5
th

 Nov. 2007. Any couple intending to marry have to go in person with proof of 

identity (e.g. Passport or Driving Licence) to the Civil Registrar  to  fill out a Marriage 

Registration Form. The Registrar’s Office for Co. Galway is at 25 Newcastle Road, 

Galway. This has to be done at least 3 months before your  wedding day and it would be 

advisable to allow some weeks before that date to arrange for both of you to meet the 

Registrar in person. Also please note that the Priest you wish to perform the Ceremony has 

to be on the Civil Registrar of Solemnisers. If a priest is normally resident outside Ireland, 

they will have to apply to the local Bishop to be placed on the Civil Register of  

Solemnisers.  2007. Please contact Fr. Kieran if you have questions about these new 

regulations about Marriage. 

Modified Pilates Classes - have commenced on Thurs. evenings in Youth Hall .  Pilates is 

a way of exercising to strengthen deep muscles, improve posture, flexibility and  relieve 

stress.  Further classes are being organised now to start after Christmas.  Please contact 

Gayle Farrell at 087 2185283 if interested to reserve a place.  Places are limited. 

 

Next Sunday’s Gospel  Luke 21: 5-19. 

While some people were speaking about how the temple was adorned with costly stones 

and votive offerings, Jesus said, "All that you see here-- 

the days will come when there will not be left  a stone upon another stone that will not be 

thrown down." Then they asked him, "Teacher, when will this happen? And what sign will 

there be when all these things are about to happen?" He answered, "See that you not be 

deceived, for many will come in my name, saying, 'I am he,’ and 'The time has come.’ Do 

not follow them! When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for such 

things must happen first,  but it will not immediately be the end."  Then he said to them, 

"Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be powerful 

earthquakes, famines, and plagues from place to place; and awesome sights and mighty 

signs will come from the sky. "Before all this happens, however, they will seize and 

persecute you, they will hand you over to the synagogues and to prisons, 

and they will have you led before kings and governors because of my name.  It will lead to 

your giving testimony. Remember, you are not to prepare your defence beforehand, for I 

myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking that all your adversaries will be powerless to 

resist or refute. You will even be handed over by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends, 

and they will put some of you to death.  

You will be hated by all because of my name, but not a hair on your head will be 

destroyed. 

By your perseverance you will secure your lives." 

 

Some Sadducees, those who deny that there is a resurrection, 

came forward. 

Jesus said to them  ,"The children of this age marry and remarry; 

but those who are deemed worthy to attain to the coming age and to the resurrection of the 

dead neither marry nor are given in marriage.  

They can no longer die, for they are like angels; 

and they are the children of God because they are the ones who will rise.  

That the dead will rise even Moses made known in the passage about the bush, 

http://www.nccbuscc.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew1.htm#v18


when he called out 'Lord, ' the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob;  

and  he is not God of the dead, but of the living ,for to him all are alive." 

 

 

 

 

 

ACCORD is the Diocesan Agency for Marriage and the Family offer Pre-Marriage 

Courses. Early booking is aadvisable. ACCORD also offer Couple and Relationship 

Counselling. Appointments made through the Secretary at 090-9643573. Office Hours 

Mon. –Thur. 9.30am to 1.30pm and Fri. 9.30am-12.30pm. 

Portumna Community Childcare Group Ltd. T/a ‘Acorn to Oak’ are hosting a fun 

Casino Night in the  

 

intending to marry have to go in person with proof of identity (e.g. Passport or Driving 

Licence) to the Civil Registrar  to  fill out a Marriage Registration Form. The Registrar’s 

Office for Co. Galway is at 25 Newcastle Road, Galway. This has to be done at least 3 

months before your  wedding day and it would be advisable to allow some weeks before 

that date to arrange for both of you to meet the Registrar in person. Also please note that 

the Priest you wish to perform the Ceremony has to be on the Civil Registrar of 

Solemnisers. If a priest is normally resident outside Ireland, they will have to apply to the 

local Bishop to be placed on the Civil Register of Solemnisers. Please note these changes 

come into effect on Mon. 5
th

 Nov. 2007. Please contact Fr. Kieran if you have questions 

about these new regulations about Marriage. 

Woodford Branch of Irish Red Cross will recommence classes on Monday October 1
st
 

at 8pm in the Woodford Heritage Centre. All members are requested to attend. New 

members welcome. 

 

 

 

Summer Reading Clubs are all about children (aged 6 to 14) reading and enjoying books 

and using the local liberary during the summer holidays in July and August. Please contact  

Woodford Library if you want to be involved in the Summer Reading Challenge. Phone 

090-9749620 for further details.  

 

Junior Golf Tournament on Tuesday 7th and Wednesday 8th  of August starting at 10am 

lots of prizes entry fee €3 also we are  seeking sponsors if anyone wishes to help ring Jim 

Hynes on 087  6411711 or Ann Cary 087 9695958 

 

(Courtesy of Nenagh Parish Newsletter) 

 

 

 

 

Station Masses for Autumn: Only 5 of the 12 Station areas in Looscaun had a Station 

Mass last year. If you would like to host a Station Mass in Looscaun this Autumn, please 

contact Fr. Kieran on 090-9749100 at your earliest convenience. Having the opportunity to 

have Mass in your home with your neighbours and family has a long tradition in the parish 

but can only continue with everyone’s help. Changes made to Station Areas before I came 

may have added to uncertainty but I would be delighted to say Mass in your Station area 

given the opportunity. Please contact me also if you have further questions about Station 

Masses or indeed any question or comment regarding Church or parish. The door is 

always open and any comments questions etc. most welcome.  

 
 

 

Many Thanks -  Margaret Hickey  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

will take place over the next few weeks. There will be promoters in your area. Please support, for only 

€10 you will have 5 chances to win every week for 5 weeks. If you would like to see the Centre in action please 

call in any day between 10am and 3pm. If any Seniors would like to attend call Ann, Geraldine or 

Margaret at 090-9741740. Thank You for your support.  

Home Sharing Training Commences on Wed. May 16th   from 8pm to 10pm  at Conference Room, 

Woodlands Centre, Dublin Road, Renmore, Galway.. For Further information contact Margaret or 

Audrey, The Galway Assoc. on 091-528122 or Sheelagh or Cathy, Brothers Of Charity Services on 

091-515410. 

Computer Training: Are you interested in learning about Computers and Office Skills in a relaxed & 

friendly atmosphere? South East Galway IRD, Local Training Initiative, funded by FÁS are 

currently recruiting. Child Care allowance available. Contact 090-9759092 for further details.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clonfert Lourdes Pilgrimage: takes place from 23rd to 28th August. There will be full medical care 

for sick people. Enquiries to Society Travel, Ballinasloe on 090-9645350 

Station Masses for Spring: If you are hosting a Station Mass in Woodford this Spring, please 

contact Fr. Kieran O’Rourke on 090-9749100 

Comboni Fathers: If you wish to order the Comboni Rosary beads that were available last 

November when Fr. Paddy Burns visited the parish, please contact. Fr. Kieran on 090-9749100 

during the week.  

Shape up for the Summer with Pulse Fitness for Women, Portumna: The 30 minute Express 

Workout for Women. Call 090-9759860 for a Free Trial. Portumna’s only Female Fitness & Weight 

Loss Solution. 

A Higher Cert in Workplace and Community Studies will commence in May 2007 at the 

Ballinasloe Community Resourse Centre, The Emerald, McNevin Ave, Ballinasloe. Contact Paula or 

Ita on 090-9643057.  

 ‘Help Couples make their Dreams come true’ ACCORD the Diocesan Agency for Marriage and 

the Family, is looking for group workers for its Marriage Education Service. Closing Date for 

applications forms Tuesday May 1st. Contact 090-9643573 or www.accord.ie for further 

information. Office Hours Mon.-Thur. 9.30am-1.30pm. and Fri. 9.30am-12.30pm.  

http://www.accord.ie/


Woodford Branch of Red Cross  will continue classes on Mondays at 8pm in the Heritage Centre.  

New  members welcome.' 

 Portumna Active Retirement Association Meeting in Shannon Oaks, Portumna on Thursday Apr. 

26th at 8pm. All members requested to attend in order to plan outings.  

Tommy Larkin’s GAA Club: Weekly Lotto Results. This weeks winning numbers: 01-13-27-28. 

No Jackpot winner. Next Weeks Jackpot €3100. No Match 3, €150:donated to Galway Hospice. 

South East Galway Archaeological & Historical Society are hosting a lecture by Bridget Hogan 

O’Higgins entitled Patrick Hogan: Minister for Agriculture in the first Dail 1922-1932. in the Day 

Care centre, Eyrecourt on Tuesday 24th April at 8.30pm. Everyone welcome, please come along.  

 

Have you room in your home and in your life to offer 16 nights care to a person(s) with an 

intellectual disability? If so you may be interested in becoming a ‘Contract Family’ . Placement and 

overnight expenses are paid. (The ‘Contract Family’ Scheme is financed through Pobal through The 

Enhancing Disability Programme)  Or you may be available to offer some respite e.g. occasional 

overnights or weekends, if so you may be interested in ‘House Sharing’ expenses are paid. 

Information Nights for prospective persons are on the following dates: Mon 16th Apr. Springfield 

CDC, Parkmore, Ballinasloe. 

Tue. 17th Apr.  Tigh Nan Dooley, Carraroe. 

Wed. 18th Apr. Malaoise ADS, 10 Woodfield, Galway Rd. Tuam. 

Thur. 19th Apr.  5, Fanu Bui, Ballymoneen Rd. Knocknacarra. 

Mon. 23rd Apr. Criost Linn ADS, Carriage Way Hse, Railway Stn. Clifden. 

From 8 to 10pm. 

For further information contact The Galway Association on 091-528122 or the Brothers of Charity on 

091-515410. 

 

. 

 

Easter Greeting: Fr. Brendan Lawless & Fr. Kieran O’Rourke wish you a happy and holy Easter 

that will bring you new beginnings, new hope and joy to you and your family. 

 

Wesołych Świąt Wielkiej Nocy 

Priecīgas Lieldienas 

 

St. Brendan’s N.S. Derryoober. Enrolement Forms are now available for 2007-2008 School Year. 

Forms are available at the school. Completed forms to be returned before 1st May 2007.  

Broadband for Woodford: If you are interested in Broadband in Woodford, please phone 1800 252 

252 from 5pm to 9pm weeknights and register your interest in getting Broadband.  

Portumna Deanery Committee Meeting in Day Care Centre at 8pm Mon 26th March.  

South East Galway Archaeological & Historical Society wish to invite you to an illustrated talk 

by Christy Cunniffe entitled The Medieval Settlement of Clonfert;  recent archaeological 

investigations in Clonfert Community Centre on Wed. Mar. 28th at 8.30pm Light refreshments after 

talk. All proceeds from the evening will be given in support of a sponsored cycle in aid of Cancer 

Care West. 

Co. Galway Vocational Education Committee  
The Youth Advocacy Service is available in South Galway. The Advocate works with young people 

who are at risk of dropping out of education or who have already done so. She also works with those 

who have left school with few or no qualifications. They can discuss their educational and training 

needs with her and she will work with them to develop a realistic training and career plan. She 

supports and encourages them while guiding their progress. This service is free and confidential and 

is available in the areas surrounding Oranmore, Kinvara, Gort, Lawrencetown, Portumna and 

Woodford. The Advocate will be in the offices of Na Calaí, Abbey St. Portumna on the first 

Wednesday of each month from 11am to 1pm. Please call 087-1210472 for further   information or 

to make an appointment 

The Portumna Players will stage JB Keane’s play The Highest House on the Mountain in the 

Town Hall, Portumna on Fri. 30th Sat. 31st and Sun. 1st April at 8.30pm each night. Please support.  

The West of Ireland Alzheimer Foundation is holding its annual Tea Day on Friday 13th April 

2007. Help share the care of those suffering from Alzheimer’s disease by hosting a Tea Day in your 

home or place of work. For further details phone 091 -565193. 
Stroke Care Support Group : Next meeting is on the 28 th March 2007 from 7pm 

to 8pm in the Health Centre, Ballinasloe Co. Galway. Topic: óDonôt Fall for Meô 

Reducing the risks of falls for the Older Adult by Antoinette Larkin, Clinical Nurse 
Specialist Elderly Care, Portiuncula Hospital.  

 
 

 

Holistic therapies at Westwood Cottage ,Woodford. 

Text or phone Mobile 086-1011344 or email llowson@hotmail.com for details and 

appointments. 

Introduction to Herbs: Practice and theory by Joerg Mueller in An Gairdin, Portumna on 

the weekends of Mar. 24
th

/25
th
 and Apr. 28

th
/29

th
 from 10am to 5pm. Please contact 090-

9741689 for further details. 

BOUNCY CASTLES available for all occassions. For further details  Phone 087-666-

7569. 

  

 

 

Cancer Care West Fundraiser will take place in Tracey’s Pub, Killimor on Sunday 18
th

 

March at 9.30pm.  music by Shillelagh. Tickets €5 each and are available from 087-

6507435 or 087-6814560 or on the night. Spot prizes and a raffle will also take place.  

  
 

Bishops Lenten Pastoral: Copies of the Bishop’s Lenten Pastoral Alcohol: The 

Challenge of Moderation   are available at  the Church doors. If you have not received a 

copy and wish to do so please contact Fr. Kieran on 090-9749100.  

Easter Dates:   

                     Ash Wednesday       Good Friday      Easter Sunday 

2007             February 21
st
              April 6

th
                April 8

th
  

2008             February 6
th

               March 21
st
            March 23

rd
  

2009             February 25
th

             April 10
th

               April 12
th

  

2010             February 17
th

             April 2
nd

               April 4
th

  

2011             March 9
th

                      April 22
nd

             April 24
th

  

2012             February 22
nd

            April 6
th

                April 8
th

  

Some interesting facts about Easter: Easter can fall between March 22
nd

 and April 25
th

 

inclusive. Next year Easter will be celebrated on March 23
rd

.  This last happened in 1913 and 

will not occur again until 2160. In 2011 Easter falls very late on April 24
th

. Easter last fell on 

this date in 1859 and falls again on that date in 2095.  In 2038 Easter will be celebrated on 

April 25
th

 the latest Easter can be. Easter was celebrated on that date in 1943 and after 2038, 

will not be celebrated on that date until 2190. Dates very close to March 22
nd

 and April 25
th

 

are rare for Easter. Easter will fall on the same date as this year in 5 years time in 2012. 

However Ash Wednesday is a day later. Lent is the same length though as 2012 is a leap 

year! Easter last fell on March 22
nd

 in 1818 and will do so again in 2285. So next year will 

be the earliest Easter in our lifetime except for our most senior citizens who celebrated 

Easter on March 23
rd

 1913. Ash Wednesday that year was a day earlier on February 5
th

 as 

1913 was not a leap year and 2008 will be.  

http://mail.oceanfree.net/cgi-bin/cwmail.cgi?cmd=send&utoken=newsletter@pop.oceanfree.net_66117d35353200&to=llowson@hotmail.com


 

EWTN: Eternal Word Television Network is a Catholic Television Station broadcasting 

from Alabama in the United States. It broadcasts programmes such as News and Church 

events, Spiritual Conferences, Childrens’ Programmes, Films and Documentries. Also 

Mass is broadcast at 1pm ,6pm & 11pm. The Station broadcasts free to air by Satellite so 

no subscription is required  and is received on Sky Channel 769 and NTL Digital Channel 

815. If you subscribe to Chorus, we suggest that you write to the company expressing your 

wish to receive EWTN. The Station is provided at no cost to Cable and multichannel 

companies so if you wish to receive the channel on Chorus and you are a customer, please 

inform them of your wish to do so.   

 

Bishop Kirby wishes it to be known that he does not act on information supplied or 

allegations made in anonymous letters or phone calls.  

 

 

Happy Home Making. A course for adults will commence on Mon. 29
th

 January at 8pm in 

Mercy College, Woodford. Details on 086-2481694. Also Flower Arranging Course on 

Mon. February 5
th

 at 8pm in Mercy College Woodford. (See details on Poster)  

Organic Gardening Course: The Organic Gardening Classes are beginning at An Gáirdín 

Ecology Centre, Portumna in early February. They will run on one day per month over nine 

months. All aspects of organic gardening will be covered. Participants can choose between 

A Wednesday class and a Saturday class, commencing on Wednesday 3
rd

 February and 

Saturday 7
th

 February. As this is a very popular course early booking is recommended. For 

more information and booking contact An Gáirdín at 090-9741689. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Meadow of the Miracles  a history of the diocese of Clonfert  is for sale here in Woodford 

& Looscaun Parish. This is the first time a history of the Diocese has been produced. It is a 

valuable record of our faith history. It contains over 100 colour photographs of the churches 

of the diocese and many older photos from the archives. It will be a good source for years 

to come for both schools projects on local history or even research theses. It is a limited 

print   Books are only €20. Contact Fr. Kieran for further details or if you wish to purchase 

the book. 

 

Annual Heritage Week Lecture  

Location: Conference Room, The Harbour Hotel, The Docks, Galway., Galway  

Date: 28/08/2007 - 28/08/2007  
Time: 8pm  

 

Heritage walk  

Courteous    always courteous favour colouer  

Mercy College Woodford: Parents Association Meeting in Mercy College on Tue. Jan. 

20
th

 at 8pm.                                                                                                                            

 

http://www.heritageweek.ie/en/en/HomeSearchDetails.aspx?EventID=1181
http://www.heritageweek.ie/en/en/HomeSearchDetails.aspx?EventID=1201

